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were who had the management of public affairs, in 
a higher or lower ſphere ; the kings eſpecially; for - 
there were two of them no captives in Babylon, | 
who, as well as the people, muſt-have their trani- 
greſſions ſhewed them, that they might repent, as 
Manaſſeh in his captivity... Gop has ſomething; ta 
ſay to the ſhepherds, for they are but under-ſhep» 
herds accountable to him who is the great Shepherd 
of Iſrael; Pſa. lxxx. 1. And that which be faith 
is, Woe to the Shepherds of Iſrael; though they 
are ſhepherds, and ſhepherds of Iſrael, yet he muſt 
not ſpare them, muſt not flatter them. He is di- 


rected what to charge the ſhepherds with in God's 


name, as the ground of Gon s controverſy with them; 
for it is not a cauſeleſs quarrel. Two things they are 


charged with. 1ſt. That all their care was to ad- 
vance and enrich themſelves, and to make themſelves 
great. Their buſineſs was to take care of thoſe who 


were committed to their charge: Should not the 
ſhepherds feed the flock ? no doubt they ſhould; 


ht 


2d. 
* a row — aca 


| they bay tag ge in 6 * wy not 'that 
they are to put the meal into their mouths, but to 
provide it for them, and bring it. to them. But 
theſe ſhepherds made this the leaſt of their care; 
they fed themlelyes, cantfivelUevery thing 10 grat 
fy and indulge their own appetite, and. to make 
themſelves rich and great. 2d. That they took no 
cave for ohe Honebit and welfare of thoſe ho we 
committed to cher charge.) / Yeifeed notahe 1 
Magiſtrates and imioiters.nay-i(apd too fon do) 
ſailun doing their part fur the cui e; hut tlie great 
cao vill dot fai in oing 5. The under: 
ſhepbordernpy probe careleſspbyt the GE TSE 
EAD neither flambers mor fleeps. In“ the verſe 
preceding the text, the Loan IH promiſes 
to ſaue dis flack; and they ſhall no more be ſpoiled. 
as they havetbeen by the beaſts of prey, by their 
em ſhepherds Upon this occaſion, as is uſual in 
the prophets, comes in a prediction of the coming 
ef the M AH; and the. ſeting up of his kingdom; 
and the exeeeding great and precious benefits which 
che church ſhould eee“ Perg and 
fluence of that kingdom. = @ a "Oz 2 

' 4 will ſet up one ſuepherd over them, Ke. In 
hi ch words we have what is here foretold concern- 
ing the glorious Messtau himſelf, viz. He ſhall 
have his commiſſion from Gov himſelf, 1 will fet 
bim up, * win raiſe him” up, as v. 29. Gop the 
Father hath ſandlifed and ſealed him, app 
and anointed him. wake 
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flall-do'thas for his flook, whiets u u all coat 
dor | Het is the one. Shepherd under wes Fews = 


"6s ma Gentifes ſhould be one folk Bei 0654 


dervant, employed! by him aid for ffbag- an doing —- | 
all im obutlience to his wii with an eye u h gανν = 


His ſexvant to tte · eſtahliſn his kingdom among men, 
and adyanne the: inte roſia of kat kingdom. He n 
e heart cn. a+ bb king 
corner; with-whomnhe covenant — royaly is made, 


and to vhm Go p. would: give the: throhe/of;;his | 


father David He is both. the wwe — 
ſpring of David. Sic enn MRI bus Aol 
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to Him as & Shepherd!” © 
III. What is implied i Hs th his lock. 
IV. Make improvement of the whole. 


T am firſt, to mew how the title of ep * 
grees to Jesvs CartsT Our bleffed Lon p is ſþo- 


ken of in feripture under ſeveral charakters, viz. as 


2 Phyfieien, a Rufer tlie Captain of our Salvation, 
the Salvation of Ifrael, an Horn of Sabvation, Ke. 


Bat none of theſe tpithers ſuit him beiter, no# docs 


by appear at any time ina more endearing light than 


110 a A 8 | when 


method vir. 328 Met 11 i | 
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hb Gn Flock. m 
e ee | 
repreſents him; Exel. xxxvii. 24. And David my 
fervant ſhall be king over them ;/ and they all ſhall 
have one Shepberd : They ſhall alſo walk in my 
gens end obſerve ay: Canna) and do them. 


Soy the Father appointed him to this office; and 
tte him for it, according to his promiſe, as in the 
text, I will ſet up one Shepherd over them, &c. And 
upon this account Gov calls him my Shepherd, Zech. 
xiii. 7. Awake, O ſword; againſt iny Shepherd; and 
againſt the man that is my fellow; Taſth' the Lon p of 
hoſts: Smite the Shepherd, and the ſheep ſhall be 
ſcattered; and I will turn mine hand upon the lit- 
tle ones. CnRIST's commiſſion, as a Shepherd, to 
feed and look after ſouls, is from Gov. This he 
ſeems to refer to, when he ſpeaks of entering in by 
the door into the ſheepfold, John x. 2. He that en- 
tereth in by the door, is the Shepherd of the ſheep. 
And frequently his people are ſpoken of as his flock, 
Zech. x. g. For the Lord of hoſts bath viſited his 
flock, che houſe of Judah, and hath made them as 
his goodly horſe in the battle. Luke xii. 32. Fear 
not, little flock; for it is your Father's good plea- 
ſure to give you the kingdom, 


How juſtly our bleſſed Lox is ſaid to aft in the 


capacity of a Shepherd, will appear from the e 
ing, among other conſiderations: 


iſt. His univerſal care of his lock; his urkdls 
over them by night and by day; and not only fo, 
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all eternity. Hense it is ad, That ee e 
tom everlaſting ; rejoicing in the babitable parts 
of the earth; and that his delights were with the 
| ſons of men: Prov. viii. 23, 31. Had not his eters 


his ſheep, they had been taken, and led forth bound 
with cords that could not be looſed, to be ſacrificed 
io the offended. juſtice, of God; And were not his 
care continually manifeſted towards them in watch- 

ing over their ſpiritual intereſts; they would ſoon 
fall a prey to che _ and rewe A ov 

enemies : For 4 S114 $70. ee | 


+124. As Fey rooted eimer 


nal and infinite love been thus manifeſted towards 


ereatures, ſo their ſafety, in partieular circumſtances, 


depends on the courage, as well as the care, of the | 
ſhepherd. In thoſe eaſtern countries, where ſub- 


ſiſtence as well as wealth materially depended on the 

| Jafety and number of the flocks, the ſhepherd was 
Jometimes forced to put his life in hazard for the 
preſervation of his truſt. This, David informed 
Saul, was the caſe with him when he kept his father's 
ſheep; 1 Sam. xvii. 34, 35. And David ſaid unto 
Saul, thy ſervant kept his father's ſheep; and there 
came a lion and a bear, and took a lamb out of the 
flock; and I went after him, and ſmote him, and 
delivered it out of his mouth: And when he aroſe 

_ Againſt me, I caught him by the beard, and ſmote 
him, and ſlew him. So CurisT's little flock are ex- 


poſed to the attacks of many enemies: The wilder- - 


neſs where they feed, ſwarms with roaring lions from 


me pi of bel, aſking about; bertüng whom: they 
may devout; raging againſt the prey, yea,» A 
ebanting them their properꝛy: For enk of cheſs 
the err Shepherd of the dean d-wvonddefd 


felvesto be carriec away eaptive. How often when 
chis Ahaddon, this deflroyer, has dragged chem 6 
the very mouth of his den; when helf was flirred te 


Jive thema reception; And i falt ehe btation of ad | 


mieting numbers, has the good Shepherd obliged him 
to let go his hold; and yetire aſfamed ; and kas thus 
triumphed over him and all his infernal forces? He 
who. is for his ſheep to fight their battles, is more 
chan all they who, are againſt chem. He hath ra- 
| ſomed them from the power of their enemies at the 2 
expenſe of his on life. , Hence he declares, Iam 
the good Shepherd ; the good Shepherd giveth; his 
life for the Sheep, Jolm x. 11. And again, Ir 
unte them eternal life, and they ſhall never periſti; 
neither ſhall any man pluel them out . oy; 
Kc. John x. 28. {41 | 
8d. The title Shepherd well agrees to our Lotd 
Jesus Cux sr, as he brings back that which was 
ſtrayed. It is obſerved, that no creature is more apt 
40 wander than a ſheep; and therefore it is expected 
of a good ſhepherd that he go after the wanderer, 
und bring back that which was dtiven away; and if 
he loſs one ſheep of a hundred, that he leave the 
Hinety and nine in the wilderneſs; and go after that 


which Was dan, until he find it; Luſe xv. 4. And 
ve when 


2006 60 let the poiſonues bee bh lafutibvedthens - 5 


when dhe bath out, with what tender, aowell 
as joy, dath be dy it on bis ſhoulders !! An enpbeſ⸗ 
dan this, iu aur Loni harable i ch ine 40 
us ide inability ad diſinel ina ion o the ManοH bing 
ſheep: to return; il che ſhephetddook not alter it. 
O be far had all Adam's poſterity} as loſt ee, 
$rayed frogs their S bepherd and the foldd. Who 
_ would 'baverbeeniat the pains andexpenſe af firings 
ingen hack! again; but His haus a light ta;chb 
Gentiles, and Qs ſaluntion mo the; en 
earth? Though the pręgipigg gf Sterualvuin was 
unmediate h) before. them. qt 2 
| on 


danger pleaſe with the;taſte, of thoſe; pailopays = 
weegs that they ſaund amidſt theſe ragged racks that 
everhanged the.yalley gf.deſtryRion., Surely none 
can prevend that, they never. Arayed;-.ar that they - 
were. inclined g. return of chemſelves ? Ix ische 
Shepherd of Irpe}'s work to reclaimthe wandggersy 
Hence the negeſſity of praying, Turn thou js, and 
ſo xe ſhall be turned draw us, and we will zun.afs = 
ter hee. Somę Are ſavght out, and brought in ſoon» 
er; others later: Some are called into the vineyard 
at the ſitH hohr; Others at the ninth; and ſome 
not till the eleyenth hour: But every one given him 
of the TAE R, ſhall be ſought by bim. When the 
time is come, he ſeis about it, it belonging to his of. 
fice 4@ ſeek: ſugh . After he bad gathered diſciples 
among the Jenas be thus ſpeaks, with: an eye to the 
Gemiles, Other ſheep I bave, which are not of this 
dad; them alſp 1 myſt bring, &c. Jol x. 36. This, 
Le | 15 * 


yl | boese de ieee 
and undertaken by him. He ſeeks his ſheep with 
an earneſtneſs proportionable to the price he hath 
paid for them, and to the joy and fatisfattion he ſhall 
have in them, when he hath perfectly ſaved them. 
And as for thoſe who after their. converſion, at any 
time wander from him, how provoking ſoever the 


10 A 


i of ſuch may be, he will not let go his hold and 
drop his concern for them, but vill ſooner or Tagey 
recover them, and bring them-buck; © HARA 


© 4th. The title Shepherd welt to our LoD 
Irsus Cnnisr, as he will give a particular account 
of all his ſheep to the Faruk at laſt; they art 
Gov's eleft; choſen of him before all worlds. 
Hence our Lozp declares, All that the FarAEA 
giveth me, ſhall' come to me; John vi. 37. And 
again, in his interceſſory prayer for them, he faith, 
Holy FaruER, keep through thine own name thoſe 
whom thou haſt given me: While I was with them 
in the world, I kept them in thy name; thoſe that 


thou gaveſt me I have kept, and none of them is 


loſt, but the ſon of perdition, that the ſcripture might 
be fulfilled; John xvii. 11, 12. And again, Be- 
hold I and the children which Go hath given me; 


Heb. ii. 11. And O, how honourably and joyfully 


will he give up the kingdom and all who belong to 
it, to the FaTHER, when the number of his ele&t is 
accompliſhed! How will the univerſe ring with ac- 
clamations, when he pronounces the words; Come, 
ye bleſſed of my FArRER, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the world 

: ONS 7, Matt. 


* Nan 


* * „ 
pony eb. We g rand ects e 
Ger wd in den di ba Phil Bf W 
bf bis hand, for te hummer ſhall be complete; -N 
itz not ſo much as bh —Notwithſtanding Jacob" 
bare, the wild beaffs had törn fomie of his flock, 
1. babe Welt g6dbf Ves. Siet. 30, 50 fo hath 
Jos is fuftattett by ce Chief Shepherd of the erp. 
Though the Devil has many for his prey, yet they 

8 befonged nöt to Cunts $ fold, nor T were their 1 names 
1 Witten in his book öf life. fle is hourly watching 

| Givi chem, as one Who is to give an account ; how- 
ever unconterned they may be, be ſlumbets not, nor 
ſleeps; and, on another day; he will preſent, thein 
555 Favtttelſs a complete before his Farzzxks anne. | 


"5th. The title Shepherd wall ; agrees to J. E ; BY Pope” 
Gar sr, as he gives ſtrength to the weak, and renews 7 
ability to them who have no might.—N o wonder his 
flock ſhould be in ſuch bad plight, when firſt brought | 


moumains of vanity. But wheti they are utterly in- 
capadle of themſelves to purſuè the cloud cfoilsel 
ſes, or to keep the footſteps. of the flock, they are 
made to Wait upon him, and renew their ſtrength ; to 
run, and fit weary; ; to walk, and not. faint; 2 
Al. 31. And in che midſt of weaknels they are made 
ſtrong through CAST, which ſtrengtheneth them; 

* tHey can do alt things. Philip. iv. 13. Though at 
the fheep of Cukisr fifft returning to the fold, they ; 
ſeem Halt and Tame, wounded by fin and Satan, yet 
. the weak and feebte believer, through grace affiſting 
Him, becomes * David; and nothing has been more 
N B 2 generally | 
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from ſo unhealthful a deſart, and from off the barren _ 


5 their day has been, | ſo they hw found their ſtrength 
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to be. It is nothing but remaining unbelief, that 
cauſes any to faint or grow weary, or to be ſoon af. 


frighted at the, proſpett of this, or the other difficul, = 


duty, « or ſore trial. Faith, when lively, takes cou - 
rage, and ſpeaks another language; and through the 
power and prevalence of this grace, what may not, 
what has not been done? ſee Heb. c. xi, And as 
the Lox p' hand of power is not ſtraitened ; ſo faith, 
through the ſupply of the ſpirit of Jz8vs, is capable 
of doing great things. | Be. ſtrong, therefore in the 
Lonp, and in the power of his micht. Fear not, 
little flock, for it is your FarRER S good pleaſure d 
to give you the kingdom; Lule xii. 2. Fear no- 
thing, but fin; fear no duty or trial, if Gop call you 
to it; only believe; and though weak and complain- 
ing, go up from this wildernels, leaning on your be, 
loved; Canticles viii. 5. 


th. As the Chief Shepherd gives irength to 7 
weak, ſo he will not over- drive them and the Laux 
of the flock. He knows their feeble frames, and re- 
members that they are but duſt: He counts their 
groans, numbers their ſighs, and puts their tears in 
his bottle; and therefore treats them with tenderneſs 
and pity. The adminiſtration of the affairs in pro- 
vidence and grace is committed unto him: All 
power is his, and is managed by him in an entire 
ſubſerviency to the good of his church, and the hap- 
pineſs of every individual in his flock. He cauſes 
the wrath both of men and devils to praiſe him, and 


E the 


W 


a 8 35 * 
Ee E, yon he ped the woman ; 
work together for the good of bis e zofen ; : and all 
things are theirs, Nothing can, or dare hurt them; 
the ſtones of the field are in league with them. Why. 

| then ſhould they, be afraid? You way think, belie- 
ver, that it is hard work to keep up with the lock: | 
in the beſt of days, when your affektions are han 
and your ſouls are going hard out after CoD; and. 
you may aſk, How then can you run with them in 
the dark and wintery days of approaching age, when 
your preſent views may flag, and your graces lan- 
guiſh?'' Nevertheleſs, hold out ſtedfaſtly, and let | 
this'cheering word be your never-failing conſolati 
om The Lox: may Shepherd, I wal not wn, 
Kc. Pſa. xxiii. axle: W al 
we proceed now, Tecondly, t. to 'conkider [Ton oh 
the characters that belong to Cunier as a Shep- 
—_ 5 TOTETTS 


| "1ſt. He i is the Shepherd of Wk. pieci- 
ous immortal ſouls of ours are committed into his 
hand, to ſeek and ſave them; and he is made per- 
fe through ſuffering to carry on the deſign. This: 
is he on whom the help of our ſouls was laid, with. 
out whoſe interpoſition, we had been left for ever to 
wander and periſh. He leads his ſheep ſaſely by. 
the lion's den, and the mountains.of prey, He ma- 
nifeſts his divine kill and care in preſerving them 
in the midſt of danger; and, in the time appoint- 
ed, he will bring young and all home, and houſe. 
them ſafe 1 all the toils of the field, and dangers 
Be of 
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of the v. e taypy oy ke for Os 
confumation of their felicity, 28 {hall be far. 


ever fat and flouriſhing ; brought i into their proper, 
air and native element, where they Mall with gert. 
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laſting tranſport | be lodged 1 in that: told, where, 1 
thief hreaks through, no Pevjl tempts ; ng 1 py 

man annoys, no fin or ſorrow invade, the Pease ang, 
Joy of the happy, happy ſaint, „ 6 hs en oe 


: 2d. He is that great Shepherd of the ſheep, Heb. 
viii. 20, Now, the Gon of peace, hat braught again, 
from the dead aur Lazy Js that great Shep. 
herd of the ſheep, through the þlaod of the; ever, 
laſting covenant, &c, Great, in reſpełt of the dis- 
1 nity of his perſan; and great, in his accompliſhes. 
1 ments for his alice; having all, power in Heaven, 
4 and earth — to him, that he may bring his, 
flock into the kingdom of grage, and then 9 5 
| them in it, and train them up for glory. 


» 
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zu. He i is the good Shepherd, John: x. 1 11. | Wn 
inently good ; ſo that there is none to be compared 
with him. How great is his goodneſs! How great 
is his beauty He is the very beſt Shepherd; as 

| 7 moſt wiſe wy diſcerning. He knows every. 
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. loſe none. He is s well acquainted. with Aer = 
| and wants, and knows how to ſuit himſelf to them. 
i it By this he proves his fitneſs for his office, and his 
7's juſt claim to it. John x. 14. I am the good Shep- 
Cl herd, and I know my ſheep. He knows them ſo as. 
1 | to call his own ſheep by name, and can he no ſirang- 
er to any thing relating to, or neceſſary for them. 

As 


— 


9 0. n Semen whringwoſiils 
and diſce ming: 0 he is alſo. ihe vety beſt; Shep 


herd, as being maſt, ſaihful and canſtant. Hg a 
One who; will not lay down nor leſſen his regaig for 


5 his Hock, * intermi it one moment bis care and di- 
li igence, 2 about i it. Ocher ſhepherds 1 may nat ar 5 


be able, or piling to attend their charge: ; But 
Cuzihr is always preſent nt, and always vigilant. He 
will never leave his flock, nor ſuffer any belonging 
it to he loft or bplucked out of bis hand. And he is 
the beſt Shepherd. in reſpeRt, c of, love for his flock. 

This i is the Shepherd chat laid down his life for the 
hecp,- Joln x. x. 11. There was 50 way to ſave : the 
ſheep given bim, but by the death of the Shepherd: 


And this he freely ; fubmied to. Phi what cheer- 
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| BY which he delighted to 2» was ; that by Mi he 
was to lay down his life and take it up again, that | 
he might receive and enjoy the purchaſed and. pto- 
miſed reward of i it. And he will at laſt appear in 
triumph before the FaTHER, faying, Behold, I. and 
the children which Gop bath given me, Heb. i ii. 1 3- | 


This was part of the joy which was ſet beſore him. 
for which he ſo patiently endured the crols, deſpiſed; 
the ſhawe ; and is now tet down at the right-hand, 
of Cop. And when the whole church ſhall be pre- 
ſented befare-bim, and all the children of the king: 
dom gathered 1 into ĩt; and brought where he is make | 
ing a multitude which na man can number, * 
vü, 1 * will appear to % a glorious priae; in 

' running 
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— his labour; but reſt in his love, an crown wer 
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nouriſhment, ag e and comfort of bis Aged. 5 


5 tt 


to bring them to in another. And here, 


iſt. As being the Shepherd of his people $ ſouls, 


the 480d wherewith he feeds, 1s ſpi iri tual, Even our 


common ſupplies for the body are from him: But 
the renewed ſoul has an appetite, peculiar to itſelf, 
which nothing in this world can ſuit or ſatisfy. As 
our Los, while on earth, had meat to eat which, 
the world knew not of; ſo have his people too. It 


is for their ſouls, their better part, that Caz1sT, as 


their Shepherd, is chiefly ce concerned ; and his pro- 
viſion for ſouls is ſpiritual. 


2d. Of this ſpiritual food be makes uſe of great 


Ia; iſt. He feeds his flock with his word and 
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this world, preparatory to the happineſs he deſig ns 


ordinances. Theſe are the green paſtures and Hill 


waters, of which the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks, Pſa. xxtii. 2. 
as what the Lok p, as his Shephetd, provided for 
him, and which have all along been the ſtated exter- 


nal means, by which nouriſhment bas been convey- N 


ed to his flock; and whereby all belonging to it have 


been maintained, and made to grow. Theſe are the 


things David ſo eagerly deſired, Pſa. xlii. 2. As the 


heart panteth after the water-brooks, ſo panteth my | 


ſoul aſter thee, O God, Theſe he highly admires, 


and 
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| _ be e eee eee 1. How 0 
amiable are thy tabernacles, O Lon f hoſtst:how | 


ſweet are thy words-unto my taſte l Vea, ſwecter ' - 


27 unto my mouth, Pſa: cxix. 103, And 
ſtill the. duty and temper of believers, as new 


ba babes, to deſire the ſincere milk of the word, © 


that they may grow thereby, 1 Peter \ ii. 2. The 


word and ſacraments, the ordinances and inſlituti- * 


ons, which Cn ist has left with his church, are the 
things which he knows his flock needeth: And he 


requires their attendance upon them, as the ordina- 


ry means he will make uſe of for feeding their ſouls. 
He cbuld feed his flock without them; but ordina- 
rily chuſes to do it by them. Where two or three 
are met together in his name, he has graciouſly ſaid, . 
There will I be in the midſt of them. By theſe the 
ſouls of believers are ſtrengthened, quickened, com- 
forted, and fo nouriſhed up for a higher ſtate. ad. 
Our Lox ſeeds his flock by the influence of his 
ſpirit. This is the Redeemer's agent to go betwetn 
him and the fouls of his people, and apply the bene- 
fits he hath purchaſed for them, which are treaſured. 
up in him. Cxz1sT promiſeth, John xvi. 14. He, 
i. e. the Spirit, ſhall receive of mine, and ſhall ew 
it unto you. | | 


| If the external ordinances are uſefultothe ſirengih- 
ening and comforting the ſoul, it is the ſpecial pre- 
ſence and influence of the ſpirit of Cuztsr that 
makes them ſo. Outward means have their virtue 
and influence from the ſpirit's influence: And by 
this our bleſſed Lox p ſometimes ſupplies the want - 
| | of 


Fa 
wett, even 10 Arne i Cty © 
evitiforts can not be had, he feeds his flock withet = 
wen, by this rhatifik fined from eaten: 


3d. Cunief feeds his floc E wi ich kite "wick hits 
0 fleſh and blood, as received by | faith. By this 
he becomes intimately one with them, and they y are 
quitkened, nouriſhed, and | grow up in bim. 


HSE eas b 
Ibis is a myſtery, which will be for ever ſuch, to 
thoſe who are not of his lack. When the Jews, up- 
on hearing this, according to their own groſs con- 
ception, aſked; How can this mam give us his fleſh 
to eat? John \ Vi. 52, Ke. Iss us anſwered, Verily; 
verily I ſay unto you, except ye cat the fleſh of the 
Son of man, and drink his blood, ye have no life i in 
you. And on the contrary, he ſaid, Whoſo eateth 
my fleſh, and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life. 
The food is extraordinary ; and ſo is the effect it 
hath on all who take it: For, faith Cunisr,. my 
fleſh is meat indeed, and my blood is drink indeed. 
No meat or drink in the world is to be compared to 
this, or that will nouriſh hke it. The reaſon of this 
Is given v. 56. He that eateth my fleſh, and drink- 
eth my blood, dwelleth in me, and I in him. 


Cunisr himſelf is the food by which he feeds his 
flock. Seeing his flock ready to periſh, and that 
there was no other way for their being ſaved, he gave 
himfelf for them; and he now, under the goſpel, - 
gives himſelf to them; and by grace communicated, 
in eating him ſpiritually, becomes in them the I. 
of glory. 


. 4th. 


"od - th „ Oe Lofts deb ate e eee 
penſations of bis Providence towards them. —His 


| the door, by me, if any man enter in, he ſhall be 
ſaved, and goin and out, and find paſture; Jona x. 
9. In every place, and through the ſeveral turns 
of life, matter of nouriſhment, ſtrength, and com- 
fort, ſhall be afforded to every one who belong to 
the flock: A yew 1 N and find 
arora 

© 5th. When it i i — he «feds ts flogk 4 % 
afflictions. This way is grievous to fleſh and blood, 
and what it would gladly be exempted from ; but 
the great Shepherd knows it needful, and can wake 


it uſeful; be knows how to turn what is painful to | 


dhe body, into wholeſame nouriſhment for the ſoul. 

By ſuch a courſe as this, he mortifies their corrupti- 
ons; Iſa. xxvii. 9. By this, therefore, ſhall the ini- 
quity of Jacob be purged ; and this is all the fruit to 
take away his fin, &c. and improves their graces, 


Heb. xii. 11. Though no chaſtening for the preſent - 


leemeth to be joyous, but grievous ; nevertheleſs 
afterward, it yieldeth the peaceable fruits of righte- 
ouſneſs unto them which are exerciſed thereby. 


Sch. After Cuxisr has fed his flock for a time 


here, he will eternally feed and feaſt them with high- 
er entertainments in Heaven, The joy of the king- 
dom of glory, as well as of grace, are ſet forth by a 
feaſt ; and theſe he has kindly entertained here, he 
will take up to fit down with him in the kingdom of 


his FarHER. He is gone to * to 


et. "d- make 


Vys towards them are teaching ind uſeſul: I m | 


b e 
bor all che children pf the kingdom; and by che pro- 
viſion he makes. for them hexe below ; he is prepare, 
ing them for it. Jahn x. 27, 28. I Know them, i. c. 
my ſheep, and they follow me, and I give unto them 
eternal life. W hat can be freer than a gift? What 
can be more valuable than life eternal? What tho 
calamities, ſorrows, and death wait the believer here 
below ? Time is ſhort ; and preſent ſorrows will im- 
part a ſweeter reliſh to Heaven's future joys. Von 
will more cheerfully, believer, adore the Shepherd 
that brought you ſafely through, .and ſing i in the 
loudeſt notes of praiſe Unto him that loyed us, and 
waſhed us from our fins in his own blood, &. Rev. 

i. 5. O! how raviſhing and inexpreſſible will then 


be the mutual gratulations between the Shepherd | 
and the ſheep !—And is the babe that was dandled 
ſo long on the knee of my-mercy, that was fo ſee- 


ble and expoſed to ſuch dangers, now brought to 


glory, and arrived at the fulneſs of the meaſure of a 


perſect man in CuRIS＋ Jesus! While the ranſom- 
ed ſoul will reply And is this my adorable Re- 


deemer whom J loved, and regretted that I loved 


no more upon earth! Is this the delightful manſion 


he hath prepared for me! Theſe the reſplendent | 


robes I am to wear! And this the bright crown of 
glory I am to put on my head! Oh! I am loſt in 
wonder, love and praiſe, at grace ſo free, mercy ſo 
rich, and love ſo aſtoniſhing and boundleſs, 


Thus, as to the matter of it, the, food Custer 
gives his ſheep, is various. 
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promiſes of the goſpel, the er c d Sen 0 
ol bis ſpirit, forgiveneſs of fifis;"r6eb#Eiliation and 
acceptance with G6 ; the provilioins for eit up- 


great Sbe epherd 


port and comfort by the way, and Heaven to cr 


all id the end, &. How coſtly, how precious : are "4 © 


ſuch things at Gheſe b. Precious in themſelves; and 
val ought to render them moſt valuable in our ef. 
 reem, is the price by which they were obtained, viz. 
the ſuffering and death of the zreat Shepherd. the 
nn that was G0b's fellow: Euch. Nen 7. Avake, 5 | 
O ſword, againſt my Shepherd, & 

rh. Canto? feeds bis people with Keefe 


his goſpel; and his preſence vouchſafed in them, are 
pleaſamt now; but much more fo; will be the 300 
with which he will feed and fill all his members at 
laſt; when he ſhall take them up to ſit own with 
him in his kingdom. Bro (9194, 3951 4 
th. The proviſion Cn Oy a ord- b. Ns flock is 
ö plentiful. He ſets open his unſearchable riches to 
them, and thus beſpeaks; Eat, O friends, drink; 
yea, drink abundantly, O beloved ; Canticles v. i. 
Laſtly. The food with which Currsr feeds bis 
flock, preſerves from periſhing, and nouriſhes the 
| foul to eternal life: John vi. 50. This is the bread 
which cometh down-from Heaven, that a man may 
eat thereof and not die. And, ſays Cuxsr, v. 51. 
I am the living bread which came down from Hea- 
ven: If any man eat of this bread, he ſhall live for 
ever. | C2 Iu- 


| diecſader dafienciiret his ſpirit, the ordinatices of 
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; {hall not, can not want. | Whatever. abeir, ſhare pf 


ſhall drink of rivers pf ſpiritual plealure. And et 
a little while, and thy ſun ſhall no more ga down 


| Zionwith ſongs, and everlaſting joy upon theit heads: 


ſighing ſhall flee away; Ja. xxxv. 9,10. O how. - 
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pointed. to watch over the flock i then {urely.they 


trials and difficulties may be, yet the-Lozp will foe, 


| tisfy their fouls in drought, leading them beſide the 


ſtill waters of comfort ; while others hunger, Y. 
O believer, ſhall eat; while others are thirſty, yu 


neither ſhall - thy moon withdraw itſelf; for: the 


Loxp ſhall be thine everlaſting light/ and the days 
of thy morning ſhall be ended; 4jas Ix. a0. No tis | 


on ſhall be there, nor any ravenous bealt ſhall go up 


thereon ; but the redeemed ſhall walk there; and 


the ranſomed of the Lox ſhall retum and come to Y 


They ſhall obtain joy and gladnefs, and forrow and 


happy a choice then, were ye inclined to make, who 
have put yourſelves under the care of this Shepherd! 
He will care for you in life and death; for preci- 


ous in the ſight of the Lox v is the death of his ſaints, 


Though many of theſe falſely accounted Shep- 
herds ſeek after the fleece rather than the ſheep, yet 


Cux18T is the good Shepherd, who laid down his 
life for the ſheep. 


2d. How ſhould the under-ſhepherds be 4905 
to vigilance, when we hear of the care of the chief 
Shepherd: Dqes the eternal Gon condeſcend to 


account the meaneſt of his flock not beneath his no- 
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them ? And ſhall we who have the care of fouls dif. 
dain any e ſo that we. may promote 


Or;/hall ve eneglet to watch over "thoſe FROG | 
| Cantor died?+—Thia be far from-the m lle wot 
Cunts r. Mr Th $9796 "A 1 An anf 4. gu 


za. But are ve th the ſheep of Cunfbt? Examine 
und inquire; ſuch bear, and know, his Voice, n 
Collow kim. I yon followany ther bete Cant, 
you are none of his Theep, for u ranger fuch will 
not follow. As his ſervants ye are tb whom ye obey; 
fo his fl ock ye are, whoſe fvbtſteps ye follow.” Sheep | 
are harmleſs, meck; and patient: Such ought to be 
the ſheep'of Cuxrs r. A flock of ſheep love to fecd 
and lie down together; it is difficult to ſeparute 
them: So, if Cunts rs ſheep, you will love to f- 
ſemble yourſelves 8 . be of an Arft 
rather'than a dividing fpirit. een 
At the laſt day, the Lonp Jaws mall ſeparate 
the * from the goats. , How dreadful to be of 
the latter number !—to be placed at the lefi-hand! — 
Sinners, give up yourſelves to him ; ſeek alter an 
intereſt in him; and follow bim. 15 | 
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| ſinger in Ifrael, as appears from the laſtwerſe 
of it, The prayers of David the ſon of Jeſſe are 
ended. It was compoſed hy him, when, he had 


| made his ſon;Solomen king, a:linle before hig death; 


on occaſion of, Adonijah's,rebellion; an acegunt of 
which we have in 1 Kings, xxxiii{,g44 - Theking 
alſo ſaid unto them, Take with you the ſervants of 


your lord, and, cauſe Solomon my ſon to ride upon 


mine own, mule, and bring him down to, ; Gihon þ 
And let Zadok the prieſt and Nathan,che;prophat, 
anoint him there king over Iſrael: And blew ye 


with the trumpet, and ſay, Gop ſave king Solomon. 


But though Solomon's name is here made uſe ol. 
Cnx1sT's kingdom is here pr opheſied of under the 


type and figure of Solomon's. David knew what 


the divine oracle was, That of the fruit of his Joins, 


according to the fleſh, he would raiſe up Canzsr to, 
fit on his throne, As ii. go. And to him he here 
bare witneſs, and with the proſpett of the glor! ies of 
his kingdom, he comforted himſelf in his dying mo- 
ments, when he foreſaw that his houſe would not 
be ſo with Gop; not ſo great, not ſo good, as he 
wiſhed. 8 | 


The words of the text are part of a propheſy of 
the proſperity and a (ard of the kingdom of 
1 __ CurisrT, 
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Ii is plain that his propheſy muſſireſer to the kin · 
dom of the Mess. becauſe there are many paſ· 
ſages in it. Vhich can not be applied to ine teig k 
| Solomon;'as'in:the 7,8, and 17 verſes: The king 155 
dom here ſpoken of is to laſt as long as the fun ; hut 
Solomon's was ſoon extindt. Therefore even the 
Jewiſh expoſitors underſtand it of che hingdom of | 
the Mess! Ak. 5% nb Dag ne d 631 3 
Many great and precious promſſes are bere made : 

which were to have their full accompliſhment in be 
kingdom of Cunts T only; of which che text is none 
of the leaſt.— He ſhall come down like rain upon 
the:mown graſs}; as ſhowers that water the earth. 
In which words we have theſe tuo en more es. 
netay: Tro t, i ee 401 1 81. 
it. A propheſy of Crit 51.8 communications o 
his church and people, He ſhall come down. 


2d. The nature of theſe . 


rain upon the mon wn as Eg; that vater 
the eartm. | Adu 


* 


I. Then v we have a Yank of Cunrsr' s com- 
munications to his church, He ſhall come down. 
The ſcripture mentions a four-fold coming down, or 
deſcenſion of Cusisr! 5 88 


' 1, His | incarnation, the manifeſtation of himſelf 
in the fleſh ; Gal. iv. 4. But when the ſulneſz of the 
time was come, Gon, ſent, forth his Son made of a, 
woman, made under the law; that i is, when the ful. 
neſs of time was come, which Gop the F ATHER bad 

| appointed 


and —— Wee rites, Gov "erg 
forth from himſelf the Son of himſelf, his only be- 
gotten Son, his Son by eternal and ineffable gene- 
ration; being for nature co- eſſential, for dignity 
eo· equal, and for duration co- eternal with the Fa- 
THER : Made, that is, born of a woman made under 
and obedient to the law, ſubjeQing himſelf hoth to 
its precepts and its curſe; to redeem them G 
| were made under the law, and diſcharge them from | 
the malediRion of it; that believers might receive 
the adoption of ſons without any obſervance of . 
cumciſion, or other ceremonial rite. 


2d: The abaſing and hambling of himſelf is tak: 
ing upon him our nature, Phil. ii. 6, 7. Who being 
in the formof Gos, thought it not robbery to be equal 
with Cop; but made himſelf. of no reputation, and 
took upon him the form of a ſervant, and was made 
in the likeneſs of men, 


Behold here, the greateſt ods of hamilicy, of 
lowlineſs and abaſement, that ever the world was ac- 
quainted with, the Mighty Gop become man! To 
make a due eſtimate thereof, let us conſider what | 
CarsT was before his incarnation and humiliation, 
namely, the great and mighty God; for, ſays the 
Apoſtle, he was in the form of Gov, and equal with 
Cop; that is, being the ſubſtantial form and eſſen- 
tial image of the FaTuzn, enjoying the divine na- 
ture with all its glory, and all theenſigns of majeſty 
which Gop himſelf had eternally and invariably.— 
| He took upon him the form of a ſervant: Now this- 

| Welt np re was. 


a Fare. 0 
ing the naked human nature; foria-ſeryant-is mos! 
ſimply a man, hut a mean mau: 4 man in alowel- 
tate, —Lonp | 'what,*abgſement was here : that 
A was i e form of Coe. ſhould: de:, 
grade himſelf.intothe form of i fernt and tate ben 
eee Her, je, had ;Joſt in, 
primitive inngcgnep ; after fin bad Blogg hg per 
| gina] glory of it, ar 4 [wi ithered the beauty andoxcel-. 
lence thereof}: O jnconceiveable condeſcenſion.l.._.. 3 
lege! The-ſubjefting of himſelf th death? even this! 
deathof the croſij as ſays the Apoſtle · ĩn the forb-cited 
. Pkulurd,8: And being found in faſhiom as'@ man hes 
hutabled bimfelf,,and became dbedient' unto death 
even ithe death of the croſs; Heye'ave have the 
depth of Cuntsr's humiliation ſpobifioꝗ ! ĩt r 
to, death; and alſo aggravated, even unto the death 
ol the croſs: He humbled himſelf, not only to be- 
come a mortal man; but a dead, corpſe ; and that 
"NS on atree i; dying the death of a.malefac-. 
r. There, was pain, ſhame, and a curſe, in the 
death of the croſs; our, bleſſed Lox. munderwent, then 
pain patiently, the, ſhame meekly, che curſe. obgdi... 
ently ; all of them, willingly and cheerfully, that the 
5 juſtice of Gop might be ſajisfied, , his wrath pacified, . 
his majeſty reconciled, death and hell vanquiſhed. 
and, deſtroyed. —— Behold the tranſcendency of 
Cunisr- love to che children of men! greater love 
has no man than this, that a man lay down bis life 
for his friend; but greater love had the Son of Go 
than this; he laid down his life for his inveterate 
D 8 enemies; 
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is father t be underfiood of Here"; and that'is the” 
diffllitibns and comininicarihs"S? his grace "a" 
birgt bleſſings upoh bis chüfeh Lehe Habe 
are gloriô us conde eenſions. When CAR! 187. fetz . 
al the influence Sf nis grace, chen doth he Cote! 
doit fn a RI6H6us Wy and wander; cery Wop of 
grack n inetdtorical defcehfgeh? CüRisT dotn 
ſpiritually; cumeb doum when: he frtz ahy ſpirwal 
virtue drop in his ordinances upon the fouls of his 
pedple. Of, this kind of deſcenſion the church! 
ſpeaks, Iſa. lx. ib O that thou-wouldeſt rend the 
Heavens, that - thou wouldeſt come down, that the 
mountains might lou down at thy preſen ct.. 
ad. In the words we have the nature of theſe com- 
munications, as the rain on the mown gratz, and as 
the” ſhowers that water the earth. Rain may be 
conſidered as d cloud, or collection of vapours, 
whieh' being precipitated by ſome agent, concern- 
ing which philoſophers are not agreed. falls in drops 
upon the earth. Upon the mown graſs the word in 
the original hath a two-fold ſignification; it implies 
a ſhorn fleece of wool, and a meadow newly mown ; 
according to the firſt ſome read it—he ſhall come 
down like the rain into a fleece of wool : So the 
Septuagint, and they who follow this reading, will 
have it to have an allufion unto the dew that fell on 


Gideon's fleece, Judges vi. 375 38, 39. when all 
the land beſide was ay, 


7 | Others 


5 — 1 
boly Spirit; eſpeciallyp becauſe uf che wing 

_ clauſe, which is added by way ofexplication Hu the 
howers that water the carth. Rain and ſhawers 


differ only as tefs and more: rain. fignabes felder 
ſhowe and ſhowers ſignify. greater rain. Deut. 


NXxii. 2. My doctrine ſhall drop as the rain, my 
ſpeech, ſhall diſtil as the dew; as the ſmall rain upon p 
"the tender herb, and as the ſhowers. upon the grals. 
Rain falling 1 in multitude of drops is called a ſhower 
that waters the earth: The kehre, word which is 
bete tranlated bittet, S'6nly uſed in His plate in al 

the Bible © It fignifitsts watet By Qifpertion ; 2 5 
ter by drops; the Thowers are Giperled by. d 
all over the face of the earth. Now dur Ke. 
deemer is the ſpiritual rain f His church; he hb 
myſtical ſhower to the hearts of" bis people, When 
"Jenovan the eternal Farurk gave our Lino IR- 

sus CuxrsT but of his boſom : He did (if we may 
iſe expreſs) fend a golden ſhower upon the world, — 

The prophets uſe this metaphor in their prediction 

of Cunrsr, J. Xv. 8. Drop down, ye Heavens, 
from above, and let the ſkies pour down righteouf- 

"neſs: Though it chiefly hath a reference to that pre- 
diktion of che church, in their return from their ca- 

"tivity: Yet, as one well obſerves; ithatha reference 


0 the ſpiritual kingdom | of Cunlsr, when all this 
"Thould be completely fulfilled. The Heavens did 
never drop down falvation ; they neyer rAned! righ- 

trouſneſs fo abundantly as when they rained down 
| Da: him 


\ 


[ 


t plainly aſfords this ene viz; 3 
„On Jas O¹g＋s r is that to his church and pe- 
; . plepthat che rain is to the mou graſs, and the ſhotr- 


ala waterithe:earth. 006 45 g 


In diſcourfing from this fubjett, I mall, 'throwigh 
deine affiftance; obſerve the follovingmiethod; bir. 


with 


*r Inquire i in what e Ginn may. be 2 
. ane 51 
(pared to rain, | 1 * 


Fi 5s # 


"lating down of this x rain. 
: III. Make | impr proyement © of the . 5 $5 


| I. head i in the method was to inguire in what te- 

ſpebis Cusisz may be compared to rain. 
* The rain hath a cooling virtue and efficacy in 
When the ground is heated, through the ſcorch- 

ng edi of the fun, the falling down of, the rain 
cools and refreſhes it: Juſt ſo, Cux ls hath a c- 
ing virtue in him, when the foul burns with luſts, 
when it is ſcorched with firey temptations ; the fall- 
ing down of this rain will remove all the heat that is 
contracted from theſe temptations. CuRIS by the 
droppings of his doctrine, and the ſecret communi- 
cations of his grace and ſpirit, quenches the unholy 
heats of the ſoul. The LoxD complains of his peo- 
ple, That they are as an oven heated by the baker, 
Ho. vii. 4. The beſt of the Loxp's people while 
here in a preſent evil world, find ſuch inordinate 
heats in them many a time : Sometimes they burn 

with worldly-mindedneſs ; ſometimes with envy ; 
ſometimes with rage and paſſion ; and ſometimes 
3 with 


| N | 
5 1 — Jonah eat 
n his ſoul vhen he cried out ſo hitterl againſt Gn, 
ab in dhe 4th. 'chap: of his propheſy, v. Hui it 
diſpleaſed Jonah exceedingly, and he was very an- 
wry! Now there is no way for the quenching of theſe 
burninge/ but by the cooling and refreſhing inſtuen- 
ces of the ſpirit of C Als and hen theſe are pour · 
ed into the ſoul, they bring it to its proper temper 
again. We ſee how the apoſtle Paul was cooled by 
Cunts, when he was going on perſecuting che 
Are and people of Go, Ac ix, 3, 4, 5, 6. | 
24d. The rait hath a mollifying virtue it it; {ith 
the earth is hardened by great drought, the falling 
down of the tain will fofteh it. Juſt fo is it here: 
Our Lord hath a mollifying virtue in him. Wen | 
the ſoul is like the dry and parehed ground, that no 
trial or affliction will ſoften; and no judgment will 
diſſolve; now at ſuch à time as this, the influences 
of Cunis 's ſpirit; the falling down of this rain, will 
ſoften and mollify it. Peter's heart was once as bad 
as a ſtone, when he went the length of deny ing his 
Maſter by curſing and ſaying That he knew not 
the man; an account of which we have in the 22d. 
chapter of the goſpel according to Luke. But no 
ſooner doth CRISTH cauſe this ſpiritual rain to fall 
upon him, than preſently he is mollified, and melts 
into tears, as in the 62 v. of the fore- cited chap— _ 
And Peter went out, and wept bitterly. The chur- 
che's heart was once frozen very hard; CuRIST 
comes and knocks. ſhe ſleeps, — he ſtill continues 
knocking. — ſhe gives him an anſwer of indifference, 


1 


e WJ N 
n in cis . fleep; 9 1 
nn the voice of my beloved that knocketh, laying, 
Open to me. my fiber, my lover my dove, u unde- 
filed t for my htad is / filed with deu and my lacks 
with the drops of the night. I have put off m7 
ot how ſhall I put it on? have walked: my 
feet; how ſhall 1 defile them I Well, n ſooner | 
had Cunts cauſed the influences df his ſpirit; this 
ſpixitual rain, to deſcend upon her, but ſhe was m- 
lied and ſoſtened; a8. in the 4h v. My beloved 
put in his hand by the hole of the door, and my 
boyels were moved for him: Before, the was trou- 
bled at his knockings; but noy ſhe is diſpleaſed, 
that, ſhe kept him ſo hoi e at the, door of 
her heart, 3 


e 8 ward 1 ſpicit alk a olliffing vir- 
tue in them; the,unconverted bardneſs of the heart 
1 taken away by the falling down, of -this heavenly 
rain, If Cazisr, my brethren, would cauſe this 
ſpitiual rain to deſcend upon this aſſembly, the 
hardeſt heart in it would be ſoftened and melted in- 
to tears. By the falling down of this rain, the ſtony 


1143 


heart is turned into a heart of fleſh. It ought tobe 


your concern, when attending upon the Loxp in 
the courts of his houſe, to cry unto him for the ac- 


compliſnment of his promiſe,—I will be as dew un- 
10 Iſtael. 


3d. The rain hath a fueling virtue in it: It 
makes the ſeed that is ſown to ſpring, the grals to grow 
in the paſture; yea, the labour of the hufbandman 
- would come to nothing, if either the rain or the dew 


* 


ſe were 
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„„ DS e 
xs H hath ſuch n frußtifying wireus in imo 
he makes the harren ſoul to bring forth} and hocom 
» fruitful motlier of children ; Iſu. xi. 16% an 
John xv. g. He that abideth in meg And Lein bim, 
the ſame hringeth forth much ſtuit: For withoutme, 
or ſeparate from me; ye can do nothing. Cunzans: 
word. is a frudtifying Mord: his ſpirit is a fru ci ins 
ſpirit; and the church is acqua inted wnth receiving 
the, ſrudtify ing inſlnences iheręof :: Therefore thei 
goes 49; him, and deſires them from him Song Wai 
16. Awake, O north. uind, and come thou f ſooch e 
blow upon my garden, that the ſpiteꝶatheneof m 
flow, out; ¶ Let my beloved come into his gardens == 
ayd gat bis pleaſant fruits. My brethren, yes: who 
are believers, although your hearts hould be ag dr 
and. withered- as Aarons d was; yet, if the ãnſlu . 

epces.of Cunisr's ſpirit, this heayeniy rain deſtend 
upon you, it will wake you bud and hloſſom as the: 
roſe. It is ſaid of the, gighteous that—He ſhall be 
like the palm tree, always green |and-flouriſhngus«: 
When grace in the heatt begins to languiſh und de- 
cay, the falling down. of. this rain will reviveit again 
and make it bud forth. They: who-dwell under bis. 
ſhadow ſhall, return; they ſhall revive as the corn; 
and grow as the vine; the. ſcent thereof ſhall-be as 
the wine of Lebanon. The huſbandman uſeth td 
ſey! of his corn i in a time of long drought, that It ia 
in danger of being loſt: Yet that corn, when the 
rain comes, will ſhoot, up. Grace is ſometimes in- 
active in the ſoul; yet if the influences of the ſpirit 
delcend upon it, it will riſe again. David's grace 


was 


eee. bee Wy 
ing ſor ſo many months together in blood and un - 
rain; to deſcend upon him, he immediately revaygde = 
and gathered ſtreng tin 

Ak. The rain hath a Gelfng and recreating 
virtue in it ; It begets gladneſt in the hearts of men, 
and alſo a kind of briſkneſs in abe "ſenſitive creu- 
tures : The beaſts of the field Tej6ice, and the birth 
fing, upon the falling down of che rain; yeb},”thets! 
is à kind of 5 joy in the very inanimate creatures 
David ſpeaks of this in Pfu Iv. 1g The paſtures 
are not only clothed with flocks; the vallies ao 
are covered over with corn: They ſhout for joy; 1 
they alſo ſing. | Jult ſo is it bere; CuRTsT hatha 
cheering virtue in him, when he cauſes this row wi 
y rain to deſcend upon the ſoul that was dull and 
lifeleſs; it is then filled with joyland gladnefs; ey 
unſpeakable, and full of glory. Fa: ix. g. They jo 
before thee according to the joy in harveſt; and as 
men rejoice when they divide the ſpoil. When this 
rain fell upon the ſoul of the eunuch, then it was 
that he went on his way rejoicing: We haue an 
account of the ground of his j Joy in 4% viii. 32, 33, 
& c. Philip had acquainted him with Cars, and 
Cnr1sT upon Philip's preaching, cauſed the rain of 
the Holy Ghoſt to deſcend upon his ſoul, and that 
produced a holy gladneſs in his heart. Cnatsr is 
the only comforter of his people; Ia. xl. 1, 2. Com- 
fort ye, comfort ye my people, ſaith your Gov. _ 


Speak ye — to Jeruſalem, and cry unto 
5 e 


bp — For the hath rebeived of be 


Lonb's hand double for all her fins.” When any 
of the members of CHRIST myſtical bod Want 
' ſpiritual comfort, it is owing either tothe r 


of this heavenly rain, or thei no ifcering of th the 
_ fame.” Cnn157*s dofttine Is cheering doctrine; it 7 


is called good news and glad tidings: All the ordi- 


dinances: I will make them cheerful, or joyful, in 
my houſe of prayer. I EHV AU, the eternal Fa- 
THER, hath planted CHRIST as a root of joy to his 
people; and as he is @ plant of ſalvation, fo he alſo 


is a plant of conſolation. There is no real or laſt- 
ing joy, but that which is bottomed upon Curt . 


nances of Cxr57's appointment, are cheering or- 


* 


Irsus. The perſon who hath received this rain 


into his heart, ſhall have joy here; and everlaſting 
and ſatisfying joy in Cunxis r, with ChRIGT, and 


from Carsr, in the world to come ; when he ſhall 
be admitted into the immediate preſence of Go 


and the Laws; in the upper ſanQuary. There Te, 
ſhall his joy be complete: There Gov. ſhall wipe _ 


away all tears from the eyes of his ſaints; and there 


ſhall be no more death, neither ſorrow nor crying: 
neither ſhall there be any more pain : For the for- 
mer things are paſſed away; Rev. xxi. 4. Again, 
further, Cur1sT may be comparedto rain in repay | 


f 


of its deſcenſion, or coming down. 


1ſt. The rain comes down ſucceſſively nid gra- 
dually; it doth not come down all at once, but now 


and . as the earth 1 in need of it. And 


3 8 Cunxisr 
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the ſoul, as the condition of the ſoul. requires. _ | 
little falls down in this ordinance, and a little in ano-, 


ther ordinance; and this is that which the prophet 
Ifaiah ſpeaks of, chap. xxviii. 10. F. or precept muſt 


be upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon 
line, line upon line; here a little and chere a little: 


At onetime comforting influence of the holy ſpirit 


is rained down; and another at another time: One 
promiſe is carried bome with power upon the ſoul, 


in the hearing of this, and the other ſermon, 


\ ; 
, 2d. The rain falls down irrefiftibly, when Go» 
by his word of command cauſes it to defcend upon 


the earth: It is not in the power of any creature to 


ſtop or hinder it. Juſt ſo is it here: CunisT cau- | 


ſes the influences of his ſpirit, this heavenly rain, to 


deſcend upon the ſouls of his people with an irreſiſ- 
tible power, whether we underſtand it of his doc- - 
trine, his ſceptre, or the influences of his ſpirit; he 
deſcends with a mighty power; nothing is able to re- 

fiſt him. My doctrine, ſays Moſes, ſhall drop as the 
rain; my ſpeech ſhall diſtill as the dew. Cnxis7's 


word is a mighty word ; Heb. iv. 12. For the word 


of God is quick and powerful, and ſharper than any 
two-edged ſword, &c. Cur1srT's ſceptre is called 
a ſceptre of ſtrength, Pſa. cx. 2. The Lond ſhall 
lend the rod of thy ſtrength out of Zion ; rule thou 


in the midſt of thine enemies. His ſpirit is a ſpirit 


of might, and is ſaid to work powerſully and effec- 
tually in the hearts of believers. Let adverſaries 
aſſert what they pleaſe concerning, the reſiſtibility 
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of grace; ab + hd informs us ot nick thing; = 
The rain wilt deſcend whether men will or not, and 

let the earth be ever ſo hard, it will ſoak into it: So Ke 
when Cux1sr deſcends by his word and ſpirit into 
the hearts of ſinners, it is with ſuch power as can not 


be reſiſted : All the corruption and oppoſition” he - 


meets s with in ſo doing, ſhalf never be able to binder 
him. I will work, fays he, and who ſhall let it. 


1 The rain comes down undeſervedly. The- 
prophet Micah, chap. v. 7. informs us how the dew 
and the ſhowers deſcend ; namely, They tarry not | 
for man, nor wait for the ſons of men. The rain doth 
not wait for : any ſtrength of outs in order to its fall. 
ing down; although it comes down upon us, yet it 
comes down without us; it defends for our advan- 
tage, but not our deſerving... Juſt ſo is this here: 
Cuxisrt cauſes the influences of his ſpirit, this hea- 
venly rain, to deſcend undeſervedly on our part. 
The ſoul meets with many a refreſhing viſit. from 
Cuxisr, when it deſerves no ſuch thing: And in. 
deed, my brethren, if Cunts never cauſe the influ- 
ences of his ſpirit to deſcend on our ſouls, till we 
deſerve them, we ſhall never receive any ſuch thing: ; 
For the firſt grace of Cunrsr, is preventing grace. 
l was found of them that ſought me not; I was made 
manifeſt to them that aſked not for me: So allo the 
after-grace he beſtows upon any, 1s altogether unde- 
ſervedly: We do as little to deſerve the influences 
of Cnr1sT's ſpirit, as we do to deſerve the diſtilla- | 
tions of the clouds, the natural rain. All the good 
yr Cnx15T does for his people in this reſpett, is 

E 2 all 
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ig 7 al owing. to he N and e \ grace; and 
* . merited by nothing either wrought i „ Or done by 
: them. The apoſtle ſays Not by works of righte- © 
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ouſneſs which we have done, but according to his 
145 he ſaved us; by the waſhing of regeneration, | 


Kc. We ought, and. muſt fay,—grace, graee, to 


every comforting influence of Cn! $7's ſpirit. That 
perſon is unmindful that Cuklsr comes down as 
rain, vho dreams of merit ; although all the ſons of 


men ſtand in need of Cunisx, yet none of them de- 


ſerve him ; no, he i is the proper gift of Goh John 
ili. 16. | . 


7 


Ak. | The rain falls dawn unexpeRtedly ; it tome 
times comes down when we are not looking for it. 
Juſt fo is it here: Cuz1sr cauſes this ſpiritual rain - 
to deſcend upon the ſouls of his people, when they 
are looking ſor no ſuch thing. The church takes 
notice of this in her caſe, Song vi. 11, 12, 1 went 
down into the garden of nuts, to ſee the fruits. of 
the valley, and to ſee whether the vine flouriſhed, 


and the pomegranates budded : Or ever I was aware 


my ſoul made me like the chariots of Amminadab. 

Again, Ia. xlix. 14. Zion, through a dark cloud of 
delertion, ſays the Lox, hath forſaken me; and 
my Gop hath forgotten me ;—when, all on a ſud- 
den, the Loxp came, and ſays, Can a woman for- 
get her ſucking child, that ſhe ſhould not have com- 


compaſſion on the ſon of her womb ? Yea, ſhe may. 
But ſays Gop,—I will not forget thee. The peo- | 


ple of Gor ſometimes come to ordinances with their 
hearts full of delpondency' their ſouls drooping. 
0 : within 
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But when Cunisr cauſes this ſpiritual rain to de- 
ſcend upon them, then they change their note, and 
ag tq the praiſe of Go», as David,—L as brought 
| low, and the, Lon p helped me, The natural rain 
never deſcended more unexpettedly on the natural 
earth, than ſometimes h ee a 
on the ſouls of believe. ul 4 Hg, 
Sth. The rain comes 1 not for 1 Own hs 
fit but for the advantage of the earth: And this ſpi- 
ritual tain deſcends for the good of ſinners. Our 
bleſſed Lon p deſcends by his word and ſpirit for the 
enriching of poor creatures. He came down at firſi 
in his incarnation for our ſakes, ſays the Apoſtle, a 
Cor. viii. g. For ye know the grace of our Lon 
I xsus Cux16r, that though he was rich, yet for out 
lakes he hecame poor, that ye, through his poverty, 
might be rich. And all his other deſcenſions are 
for the good of his people, for the quickening of their 
dead ſouls, and comforting them when in ſad arid 
mournful condition. His name is the Comforter, 
Ja. xl. 1. What profit is it to Gon that we be righ< - 
teous ] He ſtands in no need of any of the perform- 
ances of any of his creatures, to make him more ha- 
py than he would have been, in and of himſelf, alk 
though he had never given being to any. He is e 
ſelflexiſtent and independent JEHOVAH. 45 


Laſtly. The rain comes down plentifully: The 
it does not come down all at once, yet as much comes 
down as is ſufficient to refreſh'the earth. Juſt ſo is 


the pen caſe; Cnnisr cauſes 51 influences of 
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s, his hiv 4 this Warenly rain, to Feu aiithe fouls 5 5 ; 
of his people plentifully; he doth not pinch the 


ſonl ; he gives not one comfort, but-many. Song v. * 
1. Eat, O friends, drink; yea, drink abundantly, 


beloved. CIT bath in him what is ſufficient tio To 


fatisfy the deſires of every living thing; the fulneſs 


of the God-head dwells in him. He is ſaid to be full 


of grace and truth; grace comes from him, and ri- 


vers of grace flow from his throne. Rev. xxii. 1. 


Cnxlsr diſtributes his grace as freely as the ſun ſcat- 
ters its beams through the world, and invites all man- 
kind to come and ſhare of _ e e. Iv. x 1. 
Rev. xxii. 17. 

We reed now, hes to peak a little of 
the benefit ariſing to the ſoul from the falling down 


ol this rain. 


1ſt. Then, this ſpiritual rain at it deſcends up- 
on the ſoul, brings riches and wealth along with it; 
and no wonder, for he is the Heir of all things; in 


him are hid all the treaſures of wiſdom and know- 


ledge; unſearchable riches are with him; yea, du- 
rable riches and righteouſneſs. When CuxrisT vi- 


fits the ſoul with his ſalvation, he does as the wiſe 


men of the eaſt did to him : When they ſaw him in 
his ſwaddling clothes, they made a preſent of gold to 
him; ſo when he cauſes this heavenly rain to deſcend 
upon the ſoul, he makes a preſent of gold to that 
foul, far better than the gold of Ophir; yea, he ſays 
to the ſoul, as he ſaid to bis FaTazx in his prayer, 
ehn xvii. All mine are thine, all that J have is thine, 
I am thine, and all that follow me; all the treaſures 
of my grace and glory, I aſſign and make them over 
anto thee. 7 | 2d. 
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we ſoul, brings alacrity and joy along with it: when 
chis rain falls down upon the heart of a finner, who 


has been wading through the blackneſs and darkneſs # 
of Lay tempeſts, O what a ſtrange alteration does 


it make in the ſoul! The poor creature who was ex- 
| petting every moment to drop into hell, begins to 
rejoice in hope of the glory of. Gov. David; ', 
cxvi. g. wreſtling through the terrors of the law and 
of conſcience, and the melancholy apprehenſions of 
vindictive wrath, cries out. The ſorrows of death 
compaſſed me, and the pains of hell got hold upon 
me: I found trouble and forrow. However, when 
this ſpiritual rain falls down upon him, he changes 
his note, and ſings to the glory of Gov, as in verſes 
6.—12, 13.. I was brought low and he helped me. 
What ſhall I render unto the Lon p forall his be- 
nefits towards me ? I vill take the cup of- e 
and call upon the name of the Lond. 


gd. This ſpiritual rain when it deſcends upon the 
foul, brings honour and preferment along with it. 
Ever ſince thou haſt been precious in my fight, thou 

| haſt been honourable, and I have loved thee; there - 
fore will I give men for thee, and people for thy life, 
Iſa. xliii. 4. When this ſpiritual rain deſcends, it 

ſets the ſoul on high: He raiſeth up the poor ſoul 
out of the duſt, and lifteth the needy out of the dung- 
hill; that he might ſet them with princes, even with 
the princes of his people, Pſa. exiii. 7, 8. It is no- 
thing but the falling down of this rain that makes | 
the believer more excellent than his neighbour. _ 
T 
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und bold as @ lion: The poor "creature who quit” | 
not look Gov in the face, through à ſenſe of gullt, 7 


the timorous and faint hearted. foul as Soca een — 


but was like the timorous dove, hiding himſelf in ile 


clefts of the rock: When this rain deſcends upon 
him, he lifts up his face with a holy and humble bold- 
neſs. Having therefore, brethren, boldneſs to en- 
ter into the holieſt by the blood of Ixs vs, by a new 
and living way, which he hath conſecrated for us 
through the vail, that is to ſay, his fleſh; Heb. x. 19g. 
20. The man comes boldly to a throne ſof grace, for 
grace and mercy to help in every time of need: He 
gets boldneſs towards his accuſers ; ſo that he dare 
look the law and conſcience, the devil and the world 
in the face, as the Apoſtle triumphantly doth, Rm, 
viii. $3, 34. Who ſhall lay any thing to the charge 
of Gov's ele? It is God that juſtifieth : Who is 
he that condemneth ? &c. When this ſpiritual rain 
falls down upon the ſpul, the perſon is not afraid of 
death, the king of terrors; he dare look him in the 
face with a holy courage and boldnels; ſaying, with 
David, Pſa. xxiii. 4. Yea, though I walk through | 
the valley of the ſhadow of death, I will fear no 
evil; for thou art with me; thy rod and ſtaff, they 
comfort me. | 


sth. This ſpiritual rain when it deſcends upon the 
foul, brings life with it; and how can it be other- 

wiſe? for he is the Loxp and Prince of life; he is 
the reſurrection and the life, the way, the truth, and 
the life; and whenever he cames near the dead fin- 
— ner, 


| then? He ſhall grow.as [the lily, and caſt forth his 


| 2 ae bl e Hind +: Aldbough <Y 


were as dead as the dry bones ſeattered about: the: 


graye s mouth; when this rain falls-down-upon the © 
languiſhing believer, he revives as the corn, vhen 
a warm ſhower of the rain of Heaven falla upon it. 
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The fields laugh the beard of corn that was wither- 


ed pricks up its head; and looks pleaſant with a ſhow» 
er of rain. The fame: effect has: this ſpiritual rain 
upon the ſoul,— I will be as dew to Iſrael: What 


roots as Lebanon. [They who dwell under his ſhadow . 


ſhall return; they ſhall revive as the corn, and grow 


a the vibe: The ſcent thereof ſhall be are ie ; 


| of Lebanon: Hoſe xiv. g. ... e 


Before we leave this head, wide odd impro- 


7 per to mention a few of the ſeaſons wherein this hea | 


venly rain uſually deſcends upon the ſoul. 
iſt. This ſpiritual rain very ordinarily falls down 


upon the ſoul in the day of converſion : this is a ſea - 


ſon in which this rain deſcends; Ezekiel xxxvi. 26, 


27. A new heart will I alſo-give you, and a new ſpi- 


rit will I put within you: And I will take the ſtony 
heart out of your fleſh;/ and I will give you an heart 


of fleſh. And I will put my ſpirit within you, and / 
| cauſe you to walk in my ſtatutes; and bs ſhall oy 


my judgments, and do them. | 
He cauſes the influences of his ſpitit to | deſcend, 
when the ſoul is firſt eſpouſed to CarisT; Fer. ii. a. 


Go, and cry in the ears of Jeruſalem, ſaying, thus 


ſaith the Loxd ; I remember thee, the kindneſs of 


thy youth,. the love of thine eſpouſals, when thou 
. wenteſtt 
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24d. This een raid We üben 


the ſdulz chen it has been deeply humbled under a 
ſenſe of nn and unworthineis. When Ephriam is 


brought low ſmiting on his thigh, acknowledging his 
fin and follies, then the ſpirit of the Lon d came with 


a reviving gale upon his ſoul Is Ephriam, lays the 


Loxd, my dear fon ? Is he a pleaſant child? For 


| fince I ſpake againſt him, I do earneſtly remember 
. him ſtill: therefore my bowels are troubled for him, 
I will ſurely nee OT RO X Wend | 


19 20. 

3d. This ſpiritual rain . deſcends upon 
the ſoul after a dark night of deſertion: When the 
LoxD returns again, it is a time of ſweet communi- 
cations of the influences of bis ſpirit. Aſter Zion 


had been crying The Lon p hath forſaken me, and 


my Loxp hath forgotten me. — then comes a reviy- 
ing drop of the influences of Cux Ist's ſpirit. Can 


a woman forget her ſucking child, that ſhe ſhould _ * 


not have. compaſſion on the ſon of her womb ? Yea, 


they may forget, yet I will not forget thee ; Iſa xlix. - | 
15., He hath alfo ſaid, —I will: never Jeave thee, 


nor forſake thee. 


4th. This ſpiritual rain frequently deſcends upon 

the ſoul in times of earneſt prayer and wreſtling.— 

Jacob wreſtled for the bleſſing, and refuſed to let the 

angel go till he blefled him: And jacob was left 

alone, and there wreſtled a man with him until the 

breaking of the day. And he ſaid, I will not let 
3 5 thee 
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This is agreeable to the promiſe, a t % 
Thus ſayeth the koxn Gov ; : Lill yet-for thische 
inquiredd of by the houſe of Iſtael, o do it for them: Y 
k wilhipcreaſe ibem with men like a flock.) | 
sth. This heaver ein ty fits dowd 
on the Hul in times of ſerious meditation; as in Fr. 
lil. 6, 6-8. My foul fhalb be fatiafietFas with mar- 
rom and fatnefs; and my mouth fhall praiſe thee with 
Joyful lips: When remember theo upon my bed, 
and meditate on thee in the night-watches.: My foul 
followeth hard er ee thy right-band n 
me. be, A ct ooh ei 
.. 6th Times of eee ee Gon, fych 
1 eee have ſametimes been ſound 
| a ſeaſon, wherein this ſpiritual rain hath fallen down 
vpon the ſoul. "The Lonp's people can atteſt the 
truth of this from veel experience, with the ſpouſe, 
| that while, the king ſat at his table, their ſpikenard 
ſept forth the, ſmell. thereof; and/when-they [a un- 
der his ſhadow, they ſaund his fruit ſweet to their 
taſte. He brought me to the hanqueting houſe, ſays 
the ſpouſe, and his banner over me was love. Stay 
me with flagans, comfort me with apples ; for I am 
lick of love. ve | 
- - Laſtly. The day ofdeath eee bee | 
a ſeaſon, wherein this heavenly rain hath deſcended *' 
upon the ſouls of believers: They have been made 
to emer into the haven of glory, with this triumphant 
ſong in the ir mouths,——O death, where is thy ſling? 
1 where is thy vifory ?. The ſting n 75 
| F2 „ it 
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m, and the firength of fin is the law. But'ths 
be to God, ich giveth us the viftory; through out 
Loap Jusus, Cunxisr; i Cori dv. 56, 37. Thus | 
David,—Though 1 walk through the valley-of be 


ſhadow of death, I will fear no evil: For thou art 


vith me; thy rod and thy ſtaff, they comfort me.—— 
And good old Simeon —Lonp, now letteſt thou thy 
ſervant depart i in peace, according to thy word ot 
mine eyes have ſeen thy ſalvation; Lule ii. 29, g0. 
We ſhall mow! deduce a few ener een 


Un frond at e ett Hi, 


iſt. Hence fet how juſtly ht may a 


* fruitfulneſs from his people. My well-beloved hath 


a Vineyard on a Very fruitful hill: And he fenced 
and gathered out the ſtones thereof, and planted It 
with the choiceſt vine, and built a tower in the midſt 
of it; and alſo made a a vine-pteſs therein: and 
— that it ſhould' bring forth grapes; Ia. v. i, 
It is juſt and' reaſonable that they who live un- 
BY Carrsr's doArine, and the influences of his 
ſpirit, bring forth both good fruit and plenty of it 
Herein ſays our Lox PD is my FATRHER glorified, 
that ye bring forth much fruit. The people of Gov 
are compared to à tree planted by the rivers of-wa- 
ter, that bringeth forth its fruit in ſeaſon, Cirrst 
is ſpiritual and fructiſy ing rain; and they wha live 


under ſuch droppings, will one day or other be ren- 


dered inexcuſable if they remain barren, notwith- 
ſtanding of the ſame. No argument can be paſſed 
in favour of thoſe who live under the fi uctify ing in- 
fluences of Cur1sT's ſpirit, if they bring not fouh 
much fruit, 20. 


* 
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rain neceſſary ſor the ground? Oun plants live long = 
if. they be. not. watered? No more can the plants 
that are inthe ſoul live without continual ſupply from 
Caxsr,. the head of influences... The influences of 
Cuxlsr's ſpirit, this heavenly rain, is as neceſſaxꝝ io 
the ſoul, as the natural rain is to the natural earth. 
That perſon is either blind or proud. who doth not 
ſee an abſolute neceſſity of Cx ist; did not hebythe 
overfloying ſtreams of his grace, water our. hearts, 
they vould neither bud, nor bloſſom, nor bring forth 
fruit. He is the huſtandman that qo rely 
ve the ſoil that bears them. W benever ve th 
of dhe need he cari ſtands in of a ſhower, we 
be concerned io remember the need our ſouls ſtand 
in of the arri of * e pq N 
ſpirit. 1 

3d. . 3 3 2 of ſuch 
eas an intereſt in Curr, in Gop's ſalvati- 
on; they are like the parched ground without rain. 
It is made the loweſt degree of miſery, pl. ii. 14. 
That at that time ye were without Cun1sT, being 
aliens from the common · wealth of Iſrael, and ſtran- 
gers ſrom the covenant of promiſe, having no hope, 
and without Go in the vod. — The ſeripture 
threatens the with- holding rain as a ſore judgment; 
Amos iv. 7. 1 have wich- holden the rain from you, 
when there were yet three months to the harveſt.— 
It is threate ned a judgment againſt them that came 
not up io keep the fealt of tabernacles, that on them 


there ſhall be no rain; Zech. xiv. 17, 18, 19. If 
| ENG it 
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more 5 is it to want this ſpiritual min. 107. oY 


We ſhall eonelude with a ſhort nod of called 1 


mall come down, &c. 
ſpirit are the pledges of glory: The earneſt of the 


inheritance, after that ye believed, ye were ſeated. 
with that holy ſpirit of promiſe, which is the earneſt 


of our inheritance; Eph. i. 13. 14. The excellen- 


| cy of theſe influences appear from the excellent ef. 


tion. s it ſo that Cux fer is thit to hig people, hat 
the tain is to the mown grals, and the ſhowers that 
Water the earth? Be exhorted then io loo up ts 
' Heaven, and cry for the falling down of this {piritaal . | 


rain: Turn the words of the text into a prayer,-he 
The influences of Ca xysv's * 


fett that they produce upon the foul ; they beautify _ 8 


the ſoul on whom they fall, and. make it like a field 
. which the Loxp hath Bleſſed : They render the foul 


fruitful in every good word and work; Ha. xiv. 5. 


ein be as werde uno) Senda wüde 


He ſhall grow as the lily, and caſt forth: his roots as 
Lebanon. 


for the Lox D comforts them that mourn in Zion; he 
will give them beauty for aſhes, the oil of joy for 
mourning, the garment of praiſe for the ſpirit of hea- 


In order to your obtaining of the cum- 
forting influences of CuRIST's ſpirit, be concerned 
to be ſenſible of your deadneſs, and mourn over it; 


vineſs; and then it follows they ſhall be called Trees 


of righteouſneſs, the planting of the Lox» that he 


might be glorified : If. Ixi. 3 Plead the promiſe 


of the new covenant, and particularly be much em- 
ployed in pleading the abfolute promiſe of the ſpirit: - 


©" "ERS 2 53 19 5 — — TEES TM 2 : = 55 
If: ey I pack Wnbbpafbinr lat is ili. 
ty, and floods upon the dry ground; Kc. — And 


Exel. xxxvi. 27. 1 Vm pat my ſpirit within you, &c. 
But, my brethren, ſtill remember that theſe promiſ- 
es are to be managed by be prayer of faith; ve are 
to turn God promiſes into -prayers; for it is 6d- 
ded, v. g7;—for theſe chings I will be inquired f 
by the houſe of Iſrsel, to do it for them. I 2 
word, pray for union with Cun ig Ius: for it 
is only upon them who are in him, that this ſpiritu- 
al rain falls. He who is joined unto the Lon b, is 
one ſpirit with him: The oil of gladneſs that was 
poured upon the head of our exalted Aaron, runs 
down upon the {kirts of his garment, and upon eve : | 
ry member of his myſtical body. Seek then that 
he may cauſe this heavenly rain to deſcend upon 
your ſouls. He ſhall come down like rain upon the 
mown n as ſhowers that water the earth. Ae | 
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much of the myſtery of the goſpel is contain- 


Ht The primary intention of our blefſed Lord, | 


and the ſcope of his eternal ſpirit, by it, are certain- 


ly to demonſtrate and foretell the rejection of tbe 


Jews, on account of their contempt of sos CRS 


and his glorious goſpel; and the reception of the 


Gentiles upon their embracing the Javious and 
the goſpel- offer. The Jews were firſt bidden, that 
is, called and invited by John the Baptiſt, and by 
our Lox p himſelf, and aſterwards by the Apoſtles, 
to the receiving of Cxr1sT ; that ſo they might be 
prepared for the marriage-ſupper of the LAB, Rev. 
xix. 7. that is to partake of all the glory and ſelici- 


ty of the heavenly ſtate. The Gentiles are ſet out 


under the notion of ſuch as were in lanes, ſtreets, and 


highways, in a very wretched and forlorn condition. 


Noble offers are made to both in the moſt inviting 
terms, that the ele& may be allured and captivated 


to the faith and obedience of Cur1sT and his goſ- 


pel, and the impenitent and unbelieving may be left 
the more enn by the neglett of this great 
ſalvation. 


We ſhall not ſtay upon the interpretation of the 


parable at full length, of which the text is a part, — 


Only we are to know, that by the certain man, or 


eminent perſon who prepared this repaſt, is the great 


—_— 


3 and 


„HES E words are part of wok in which | 
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fection and goodneſs ; who, though he enjoyed an 


without any dependence upon the creature ; yer was 
willing to remember us in our low eſtate. 


The ſupper itſelf is the rich and noble proviffo 
made in CHRIST for the entertainment of all thoſe 
who believe, both while they remain in the goſpel- 
church here below, and after they are tranſlated to 
the glorious church of the firſt-born, whoſe names 
are written in Heaven. This is well ſtyled a great 
ſupper, as containing all the treaſures of the new co- 
venant, and all the mercy and grace that were in the 
heart of the FaTazk to beſtow from eternity; and 
which the blood of the Son purchaſed in theſulneſs 
of time. The gueſts invited to this rich ſupper, are 
all poor indigent ſinners, to whom the joyful ſound 
of the glorious goſpel comes; who have all grace 
and glory offered upon their acceptance thereof. 


4 


The ſucceſs of the invitation is various; ſome re- 
jected, and ſome embraced it. 

1ſt. Some rejected it; and particularly thoſe, at 
leaſt the generality, who had the honour of the firſt , 
offer and invitation, who all began to make ſinful 
excuſes; one ſaying,—I have bought a piece of 
ground, &c. verſes 18, 19, 20 

2d. Others embraced- the goſpel, and the grace 
therein offered ; and theſe were the poor, the maim- 
ed, halt, and blind, who lay ſcattered here and there 
in the ſtreets and lanes of the city: By whom ſome 
underſtand either the deſpicable among the Jews, 
| G | or 


and bleſſed God, the immenſe TEND of an 5 „„ 


infinity of blefſedneſs in himſelf from all eternity, 
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But though many of theſe came in, yet the table was 


not filled; and this occaſions the ſervant to tell his 


lord, It is done as thou haſt eee and ye 


there i is room. 


Thus the words of the text are introduced which 


comprehend the ſervant's report to his lord, concern- 
ing the execution and ſucceſs of his commiſſion. 1ſt. 


Of the execution of it, It is done as thou haſt com- 
2d. Of the ſucceſs of it - And yet there 
Where obſerve, — 


iſt. Something implied as already eccomplithed, 


that there were a great many, a numerous company, 


elſewhere repreſented in ſcripture as a great hoſt or 
army which no man can number, effectually brought 
to CRIST, the King's Son, who is alſo King in Zion. 


2d. Something more directly aſſerted; and it is 
this, — that although there was a great number come 
in, ſome already ſhining and ſinging in glory, and 
ſome in the way to Heaven, and ſome on the threſ- 
hold of glory, yet there was room for more. Where 
again we may notice, | 

1ſt. The ample extent of our Loxo's houſe, love, 
and heart, to entertain poor finners. 2d. Theun- 
willingneſs of CHRIS T's ſervants to hide or leſſen 
his grace: And the ſervant ſaid, Yet there is room. 
Theſe friends of the Bridegroom of Souls rejoice 
to ſee the iſles wait for him, and the ſhips of Tarſhiſh 


to bring his ſons from far; to ſee the ſouth give up, 
and 


i LE . e or ſome e 7 8 thro” Wy J | 
the effettual operation of the ſpinit of Gov, accept 
of this ſweet invitation, and come in at this call.— 


nnn 
and to bree te norck not bolding'b back. There. 
fore they ſet the trumpet to their mouths, and pub- 
liſn the call and proclamation of this 50 at 


and ſalvation, And yet there is room. 


The whole of the meaning included In this plea- 
fant portion of wh 7 ſeems to be this, *viz. 


That aſter all the va number of poor and unwor- 
thy ſinners that are actually come in to, and are gra-, 
cioully received by our merciful Loxv and mighty 
Redeemer, yet there is room for more. 


Our Loxp Cuzisr will magnify the houſe of his 
glory here, and in his houſe above are many manſi- 
ons. And now that this bleſſed meſſage may be ſet 
before you in the moſt engaging, manner I am able 
to repreſent it, 1 ſhall, through divine aſſiſtance, 
ſhew you 

I. Where there i is room. 

II. For whom there is room. | 

III. What this leads to, by way of improvement. 

The firſt inquiry is, Where is there room? You 
may take the anſwer to this in the following inſtances. 

1ſt. There is yet room in the mercy of Gop. His 
mercy is over all his works, and from everlaſting to 
everlaſting ; Efe. clv. 9. Mercy belongeth unto 
Gov; Pſa. ciii. 17. It is eſſential to his nature, 
and inſeparable from it. Mercy makes up the great- 
eſt part of his name, and is that which he eſteems 
his glory; Pſa. Ixii. 12. When Moſcs put up that 
petition, —I beſeech thee ſhew me thy glory; Gop 


anſwered l will make all my gooduels paſs before 
x G 2 | thee, 
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he proclaims is, the Lozp, the Lonp Go, mer- 


goodneſs and truth; keeping mercy for thouſands, 
forgiving iniquity, tranſgreſſion, and fin; Exo. xxxiv. 
6. And what follows is no way repugnant to this, 


that he will by no means clear the guilty, as it is 


meant of thoſe who will have none of his mercy, that 


by impenitence and unbelief, bind their guilt upon 


their own ſouls, and fo chooſe Ueſtruftion, notwith- 
ſtanding his declared willingneſs to ſav e. 

How lovely is the repreſentation the bleſſed Gov 
here gives of himſelf, and how conſtantly has he 


acted up to it in his dealings with the children of 
men. This is that name of Gop which they who 


know, the Pſalmiſt concludes, will truſt in him ; be- 
ing able to add, —For thou, Loxp, haſt not forſa- 
ken them that ſeek thee ; Pſa. ix. 10. No inſtance 


can be given of his having done ſo: And his mercy 


is as firm and ſure, open and free, infinite and un- 
meaſurable, as ever it was. Here therefore there 
is ſtill room for miſerable, periſhing ſinners : To 
this they may flee and find refuge to the end of the 
world. 


The Gov, ſinners, with whom you have to do, 
is the Fa rHER of all mercies; 1 Cor. i. g. the Gop 
of all grace; 1 Peter v. 10. The fountain of life 
and love 1s with him ; and though it has been flow- 
ing down upon a loſt world for feveral thouſand 
years, (ever ſince the firſt promiſe) it is as full as 

EY ever. 


| os. . 1 a before Wee . 13 9 
the Logp ; Exo. XXX iii. 18, 19. And that which 


ciful and gracious, long- ſuffering, and abundant inn 


E F 
over... His cl Sen, fl. 22, Our 
largeſt deſires and moſt raiſed conceptions, fall in- 
finitely. ſhort of his boundleſs love. He hath a mul-- 


titade of loving kindneſſes, is full of.compaſſion, . 


bundant in goodneſs, rich in mercy; the whole earth 
is full of it; and it is great above the Heavens, ex- 
tends to all the ages of time, and runs over to a 
bleſſed eternity; Eſa. evii. 4. How excellent is thy 
loving kindneſs, O Gop ! how great is thy good - 
neſs, in which there is-ſo much room for the chil- 
dren of men to put their truſt; Pſa. xxxvi. 7. 


- 2d. There is yet room in the merits of CuRIS. 
The fatisfattion our bleſſed Redeemer hath made is 
full, and declared to be ſo in his reſurrection from 
the dead, and aſcending in triumph and entering in- 
to Heaven itſelf; where he now appeareth in the 
preſence of Gop for us; Heb ix. 24. 

The blood of I xs us cleanſeth from all ſin, and he 
hath brought in everlaſting righteouſneſs, anſwered 
all the demands of juſtice, and made way for mercy 
to reign ; and having been the propitiation for our 
ſins, by virtue of an unchangeable prieſt-hood, he 
ever liveth to make interceſſion ; and fo is able to 
ſave to the uttermoſt, all that come unto Gop by 
him; Heb. vii. 24, 25. Our Lok p' death and ſuf- 
ferings will never be forgotten, nor the efficacy of 
them ever fail, For he appears in the midſt of the 
throne, with the marks of his wounds upon him, a 
Lamb as it had been ſlain; Rev. v. 6. 

His blood is the chief note in the ſong of the re- 


deemed ; and the 8 hoſts ſing perpetual Hal- 
lelujahs 


2 - "CF N 
Ly 3 El in kowdur of him who HENS Wheri our 8 

- High Prieſt aſcended to Heaven, he entered into 
the holieſt of all, with the blood of the ſacrifice _ _ 
he had offered, and carried the names of all the' 
pebple for whom it was ſhed with him. On his glo- 
rious entrance, all the ſaints and angels welcome 
him as a triumphant conqueror; and he preſents 
himſelf to the FaruEx with theſe words, © Behold, 

I and the children whom thou haſt given me.” And 

he preſents his blood in his continual interceſſion 


ONT 


His pierced hands, head, and ſide and every 

wound his bleſſed body received, are like ſo many 

mouths pleading at the mercy-ſeat. He holds up 
his wounds like a ſoldier in a triumphal proceſſion, Fas | 
as ſo many trophies and tokens of his victory, which 
he-urges as arguments in behalf of poor ſinners, for 
whom he was wounded and bruiſed. The Savi- 
ouR whom Gop hath provided, is an all-ſufficient, 
as well as the only one. There is no need of any 
other; nor for CHRIST to die over again: For by 
one offering he hath perfetted for ever them that 
are fanttified; Heb. x. 14. and laid a certain foun- 
dation for their being ſo. All who are gone to Hea- 
ven already, have been waſhed and ſanctified, and 
juſtified in the name of our Loxp IESUSs CHRIST, 
and by the ſpirit of Gop which he procured; 1 Cor. 
vi. 11. And he is the ſame yeſterday, to-day, and 
for ever; Heb. xiii. 8. As able and willing to fave 
now, as in the years and ages that are paſt. CHRIST 
hath « once ſuffered for fins, the juſt for the unjuſt, 
7 chat \ 


| ö TS Te 
that ee dee. o Go: 1 Pet "7 8. and 
hey are his on words. Him that cometh tio me, 
I vill in no viſe eaſt out; John vi. 37. E43 
zd. There is yet room in the covenant of grace: 
The grant of pardon and life, through Ess eben [ 
to every one who repents and believes. e 
Wherever the goſpel comes, the great Go als | 
calls by it to the children of men. Come out from 
among them and be ye ſeparate, ſaith the Lonx p, 2 
Cor. vi. 17, 18. quit the practice of fin and the com- 
pany of ſinners, and yield yourſelves to Gop: And 
then the promiſe follows, will receive you, and 
ye ſhall be my ſons and daughters, faith the Loxd 


 AtTMIGHTY'; Rom. vi. 13. This is the invitation 


and offer he continues to make; and the anſwer he 
expects is.— Behold, we come unto thee; thou art 

the Lok D our Gop; Fer. iii. 28. | 
By repentance and faith we are to enter into a co 
venant ſtate, and the command for theſe is yet ſtand- 
ing:—Repent ye, and believe the goſpel; Mark i. 
15. And every penitent believer ſhall find the pro- 
miles of remiſſion of fin and eternal ſalvation, ſtill 
| ready to be made good to him, as to any that have 
been before received to mercy. _ 

The goſpel of the grace of Go is ſaid to be ever- 
laſting ; Rev. xiv. 6. as in every age It will be the 
duty of all that live uuder it, to turn from fin and ac- 
cept of Cuxis r; and as to all ſuch, there ſhall be. an 
everlaſting connexion between the duties it enjoins, 
and the bleſſings it promiſes. No ſincere penitent 
ſhall be ſhut out from mercy ; no ſound believer 
{ent to hell, | e e nn 


| 4 


N 


ea Rk | Is 88 * | ; 
Gov (lov the world, chat hg be: 

0 ſon, that whoſoever believeth on him ſhould 
not periſh, but have everlaſting life; Johm iii. 16. 
And there is no time limited, ſo as that it can be | 
ſaid to any, whilſt on earth, © If after ſuch a day, or 
month, or year, you ſhould heartily cloſe with an 
| offered Savious, it is too late; ſo long you may 
come to God and Cur1sr and be accepted; but 
after that, though your life may. go farther, repen- 
tance and faith, however fancere, will do you no 
good.” We have no warrant to ſay any ſuch thing; 

but the contrary. Whilſt there is life, there is hope: 
Whilſt the ſoul is in the body, the covenant is ten- 
dered, and we are required, and it is our duty to take 

hold of it; and all who do ſo, at what time ſoever, 

ſhall have the bleſſing of it ſure. Though it be com- 
monly ſaid (and there is reaſon to fear) that late re- 
pentance is ſeldom true; it muſt be added, that true 
repentance is never too late. 


We are indeed commanded, and it is our preſent 
duty, to turn to the Lox D; and it is great ſin and 
great folly not to do ſo; as every day or moment, 
and ſo every call, may be with us the {aſt : but hilft 
linners are within hearing ve are ſtill to invite, and 
may aſſure all who are truly willing to be the Lok 's, 
that he is alſo willing to be theirs; yea, more willing 
chan they can be: And ſo a covenant may be made 
between Gop and their ſouls; a perpetual one that 
ſhall never be forgotten; Jer. l. 5. 
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The great IEHO vA is moſt ſincere in his offers 


and calls; and all who will make trial, ſhall find 
3 him 
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ie much or triſſe with any. >The initstien co W- 
from his heart, and is of equal forte as il but now-gir' 
ven out. Ho] every one chat thixſteth. cme yt. 
thearaters; and he chat bath no money, come ye, 
buy. and eat: yt, come; buy wine and milk wih- 
out money, and without price. And again, -Ineline 8 
Your, ear, and me unte me; Hear, and your foul 
tall live, and, will make an everlaſting. covenant | 
vich you, and thereby ſettle upon you the greateſt, 
bleſlingz, even the ſure mercies of Dayid; Ja. „ges 
The mercies promiſed to Dayid as a. heliever, bell 
through Cun lar the don of Dayid, and Mediator of = 
che covenant, be ſure.to all who take hold of it in the 
way preſcribed. , All the promiſesof Cop in him 
de ea, and in him amen. 2. Cor... 20, And none 
ps Salbe asd be benefit of them, who do not re- 
- je ang ſo judge themſelves. unworthy of the bleſ- 
flings, they contain. Whoſoever has a ill, has 2 
- Wagrant io come, and the greateſt, encouragement ;= 
Let him take of the, waters of life, freely; Rev. xxii. 
17. In the laſt day of the | ſeaſt, after ſeveral ſpent 
10 no \ purpoſe, our bleſſed Lo RD delivers the invita- 


Weg BH 1 


tion in the, preſent, ume, as intimating the way fill 


Fit 


In the 25 day, that great day of the feaſt, Jxzvs ſtood | 
and cried, faying, if Any man thirſt, let him come 
| unto me, and drink ; Join vñ 37. And the promiſe 

ſtands firm that he bad before given—Him that com- 
eth to me, 1 wil in no vile caſt out; Join vi. 37. 
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Tbe predteon i abt Man r hy in Ei. 
on a chief corher-ftone, elect, precious; ahd-how | 


— ataahlaaetians 3 
More members may be adtied 46 Calliar's myſdee t 
body, and his friends here as Wella che. angels above | 
vould rejoice in the ace n of any to their numw- 
ber, to partake of the priviliges of his houſe, an 
walk-in fellowfhip with them, men ſame 


many ſoever ate built upon him, che promiſe iv tilf 


founded; 1 Pet. fi. 6. The church ic a fociety 
called out from the reſt of the world, to de fill grow 


ing, by the bringing in of Gov's cbolen, tothe end 
of the world. In order to this the goſpel is preach by 


ed, and our Lon ambaſſadors labour, and hope, 
and wait; being encouraged by the- extenſive re- 


queſt he puts tp\with-reſerence to it; & little beſbre. 


kis death Neither pray I for theſe alone; namely: 


his prefent diſciples ; but for them ally which hall 


believe on me, through their word, that they all 
may be one; John xvii. 20. Abs , r 


In our heavenly Farazx's houſe there is itie moſt 
plentiful proviſion: All who belong to it, have bread 


enough, and to ſpare; which ſliould be an induce- 
ment to all who have revolted from him, to return, 


ken, Hie tit boſiverh on kita Wall nor be con- 


confeſs their lin and folly, and beg pardon and ad- 


miſſion; and in ſo doing, they ſhall have welcome 


beyond any thing they could expekt 3 or in | him 


the aan find Ry; ; If. xiv. * 


They 
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ene red in obediente. to the call givers; But more 
may be admitted and employetl;; and all-whi ane 
faithful, . 
the good wan of the houſe, a graoious reward. : 
Our bleſſed Lon b, 1 rv ee 
#iſriple all nations, and each thoſe whom they ſhoult 
bring into his ſchool; to obſerve all things v hatſoever 
be commanded them, gives them this moſt encou- 
ranging promiſe KHnd lo! L am with you' dlways, 
even unto the end of the world Amen. Mark. 
| Mviii 49, 20. This promiſe is not bonſined tu the 
peꝛrſons ef the apſtlat / ſor they are long ſince dead 


hom he ſhould call ant oominiſſiom to publiſh his 
golpel, and diſpenſe his ordinandes in his church, for 


the bringing in and building up his people, till time 
ihall beino more. Though one generation paſſeth 
away, and another cometh, cel. i. . Cuk ler will 
qhavur a church in ænch, and ſome to declare his will 
ani adminiſter his inſtitutions in iti whom he will al- 
ways-be-with 3 and in token, and as an effect of his 
preſence, in every age, there ſhall be adding to the 
number of thoſe that ſhall be ſaved; Ads ii. 47. And 


a many as are ordained to eternal life, ſhall be 


brought to believe; Ads xiii. 48. With this our 
Lon comforts. himſelf; and it may be of: uſe to 


| an gave duc ivaludeteliatientrtfuloniniben, - © 


keep ſuch from deſponding, as have not at preſent "IN 
He any . 
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ibs ee eee vis 37. ht Poe | 
many of theſe are not yet called, and many not born; 
as the Redeemer ſhall have a ſeed to ſerve him, that 


hall be Wsbuntell to che Ieweob i u heeft, 
Hr. xxii. 30, 31. As they ſhall come and declare 
his righteouſneſs unto a people that ſhall be born, and 
earth, while others that are gone before, are praiſing 


him in Heayen, &c. Eſa. gii. 18. We haue reaſon 


from ſuch great and precious. promiſes of the. word, 
to conclude, that among the inſtances of eur al- 
ready made. Vet there is rum. 


Me are bidden to ene That 0 Gov's kingdom 


may come; Mail. vi. 10:/Wwhithhath a ſpecial re- 
ference to the kingdom of grace. That this king- 


dom may be ſet up in our hearts, and advanced and 
enlarged in the world, by bringing in finners in ſub- 


jection to Cux is; and as it is a prayer our Lord 
gave his diſciples, as a ſtanding pattern and rule of 
prayer for all aſter- time, it may be put up in faith 
and hope of a gracious anſwer, by new additions to 
the Redeemer's kingdom ; as, - Of the increaſe of 
his government it is ren there en nn 

Tacx. 3. 241. gh 4 „ ee 


This kingdom is not yet filed: It is Gabe of 


increaſe both in number and perfection; and this 


we are to mean, in praying it may come; that the 


goſpel may be ſent where it is not, and ſucceeded. 
where i it is; to the opening of ſinners eyes, and tran- 


1 1 . dating 


bave a right to the tree of life, and enter in through 
the gates into the city; Rev xxii. 14. Where eve- 
ry one that vvercometh, {hall be made a Pilar in the 
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may be brought inlo the viſible" church; and they 


Loth. There in yet room in the manſions of glo- 
ry. Our bleſſed Lonb, when going to Heaven, 


thus fakes his feave; for a time; of his {drrowing dif- 
| Eples In my Fxriex's houſe are many mani 


ons; if it were not ſo I would have told your Y 
to prepare place ſor you; and if I go and prepate 


à place for you, I will come again, and receive you 


unto myſelf, that where I ami there ye may he alſo; 


Volm miu. 2, g. This promiſe concerns not only thoſe 


to whom it vas them given, but is a ground on which 


al who here ſtand in a ſpecial. relation to Cunts, 


may ſafely build their hope of being in Heaven, wigh 


him. None ho in this life are made meet to de 
partakers of the inheritance of the ſaints in light, hall 
be denied admiſſion and entertainment there ; ; Cui. i. 
12. Into the New Jeruſalem above, the paradiſe | 


of Cop, there ſhall in no wiſe enter any thing that 


deſileth; Rev. xxi. 27, But bleſſed are they that do 
his commandments, believe on the name of his Son 


]z3vs Cuklsr, and walk as ſuch; that they may 


temple of God, and go out no more; Rev, iii. 12. 


= eee v a all Ps 
| kingdom'of Oo deur Son 5 bl. 4.114.” That unk 
as ure ſtrangers tothe name andprofefionofCuiner,, 


vo have only a form of godlineſs, may, by the po-. 2 55 
erſul grace of the holy ſpirit) be made member 
che church inviſible; in bothyhich there is yet room. | 


. * 
INS Sd kts cha Shad eto 3 
au dsclares, for their chm eticoarigemobtaind - © 
comfort, as gui % glory, -I aſcend e thy F. We 
_ wxnsxandyourFaratk,tomy Go vandyourGer; - | 
Join xx. 17 And the great qu himſalf s 
mot aſframed to o the uelatibn -or be called their 
G0 for he haih prpeved for mem a city. AB. 
Xi. 16. In fhat city eye Rath not ſeen, nor earheurd. 
nor hath it entered into the heart of man to oonceive 
what Gow hath prepared for them that love him 
But all who are of that WO CRIT a 
ſeſſion, what it means.” s. 
Believers, common bapptbell lier wii dhe veil, 
whither the forerunner is for us entered; even q- 
sos our everlaſting High. prieſt: And having gone 
before them under this character, none belonging to 
him, in any age or place, ſhall be forgotten by him; 
they ſhall all be with their uſoended Lo D un HE. 
Many of them are already ſb; and the veſt in che 
order fixed, ſhall he ſure to follow; fingly 4s to che 
fout-at death ; and bul and body united, und te 
hole rn of the anke r e ut the galt 
tay. bis 
Every tele is "On to Sieve i as to both 
parts, both foul and body; and for both worlds: 
And as all that the Farr ex givethThall come t him, 
fo all who come to him ſhall be together with him. 
He confirms his diſciples in the faith and epettation 
of this, by declaring, As ſent from Heaven to do the 
NP will of his FaTrHER. This is the Farrex's will 
5 which bath ſent me; that of all chat be hath given 
CE 33 me, 
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_ the jail. pur aſide Cre DOLAN = * 
and nn him, may have eweladisg e, Ser. 
Jin vi. 37 -. He came the finſt tima to ph, 
_ the/ price of Heaven, and the danſoms of iheſe s 
vero given him; and hauing ſeetie travel df his 
dul in cheir effeſuai calling and c erſian, hb ib 
appcat the ſecond tima: ta oondutt them in triumpm 
den cha perchaſetd kingdom; where! he ſhall haue he 2 
| Gtinlattion of theit company), andithey/the-happineſs - | _ | 
E his fariever.. As be was pleaſed with the:thaughts - | 
f being with: thera, before he came eee 
Pre, vill 31. 1a. as going aut of it to dhe glam he 
had before, be puts ii into his valedicdony prayer; dat 
dchey may he with! him F ATHER,. 1 vill, that theßx 
Ala vhom thou haſt given. we, be with me where 1 
an; chat the; may bebold wy Borg hich takes. 
dixen me; Jakn xuii. a.. 
I was Gay eee | 
Captain of our ſalvation is made perſett, through ſuf- 
ſering; Mel ü 10. And as fome of them will 66 
| found alive at his ſecond coming, 1 Thef. iv. 7. lor 
theſe; and as many as (till the winding up of time, 
the Lon our Gon mall call, we en, 
s mee. room in Heaven. . 
Ho many ſoever through en pubs: 
gone beſore to inherit the promifes, we truſt the num- 
ber of thoſe who are and ſhall be heirs of falvation, 
vill be found to be very conſiderable; whom angels 
* appointment will muniſter to 7 1 and I- 


sus | 


e eee ande b kingdom e * 
12 hop r. beiſtilh empty ing into the kingdom bi ga. Fo 
f 1 dq and Heaven ſtand open til the laſt. ſaint hd en:: 
85 23 tered in. e ai A $1 73-138; Une 
11 Wien are aſſured that in the pteſence / o Gon there , 
FITS is-fulneſs of joy; d . vi. Au. hie Milli not he leſꝰ- 

ſene eee -es be dee They ho are 
| W by the coming of others Nor need they 9 
who at any time ſee themſelwes in the-narrow way | | 
chat leads to life, admit a ſuſpicion chat their entranee 
ſhall be prevented, ot the happy ſeats by allfilled by = 


uch as have got ſtart of them; and are gone 


and ſaved of Gop make a multitude Which no man 


, endow for them all: Places prepared and reſerved 
againſt the coming of the children of the kingdom 


4: 5. ſo that poſſeſſion i 18 ſure. 88 15 tO 0 66 39 


lels before the preſence of his glory, with exceeding 


triumphant ſong, ſaying,—Blefling, and honour, 
and glory, and power, be unto him that ſitteth up- 


Rev. v. 13. The „ ee gt 


Heaven is vaſtly large and capacious: The ſealed 5 
can number; Rev. vii. 9. But there are manſions 
who are yet behind; who are alſo kept by the pow 

er of Gop, through faith, unto e 1 Pet. i 4 
At whatſoever diſtance, as to me ee 
move through this world, the ranſomed of the Lonꝰ 
ſhall meet at laſt in one general body; vhen he b 
hath kept them from falling, will preſent them ſault- 


joy; Jude 24. And then they ſhall all join in the 


on the throne, and to the Lanz for ever and ever; 


1 ee ated was a0 Sends” 
whom there, is room. In general thore is room for 
— all ſorts auddegrees of men: Thoſe of one kingdom 
and country as well as another: For Jew and Gen- 
92 tile, Barbarian, Scythian, bond and free, as many as 

in every age and place can be perſuaded to come 
in; Col. iii. 11. This is the goſpel ſent into all the 
a world, and to be preached to every human creature 
41 capable of hearing it. 
. More particularly, to help you to and your caſe» 
I. There is yet room for ſenſible and broken- - 
hearted ſinners, who, from a ſenſe of fin, and the 
dreadful deſert of it, are crying out with Ephriam, 
Jer. xxxi. 18, 19, 20. Thou haſt chaſtiſed me, and 
1 was chaſtifed as a bullock unaccuſtomed to the 
yoke : Turn thou me, and I ſhall: be tarned; for 
thou art the LoD my Gop, &c. Oh! what affeQ- 
ing and ſoul-melting expreſſions are theſe! If any 
words can move a ſenſible ſinner, they muſt be theſe. 
Thus in the inſtruftive caſe of the prodigal ſon, Luke 
xv. 18,—22. will you view the actings of this profli- 
gate child to his father; which repreſent the actings 
of a ſinner towards Gov, and God's gracious adt- 
ings towards a ſinner. Now, as to the finner, ob- 
ſerve, 1ſt. what he ſaid ; and 2d. what he did. 
1ſt. He ſaid he would ariſe, and he aroſe and 
went, from a deep ſenſe of his need. Notice then 
the aQtings of the father, or of the bleſſed Goo, to- 
wards him: He ſees him, and even when he was a 
great way off, that is, unconverted, he had com- 
paſſion on him, fell on his neck, and kiſſed him.— 
Where we ſee the infinite compaſſion of God, to a 


I 2 


r 
poor, diſtreſſed, ſenſible, and aki ſoul. He 


doth not only pity, but makes haſte to apply the re- 
medy to ſuch, I wound and 1 heal, faith the Lonp; 


I kill and I make alive. | 

2d. For humble and ſelf- abhoring I as in 
theſe heart-melting expreſſions as in the caſe of E- 
phriam formerly cited. Thus, Ia. lvii. 15. For 
thus faith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth e- 
ternity, &c. Job xlii. 5, 6. I have heard of thee 
by the hearing of the ear, &c. 

I ſhall only further inſtance, on this point, in the 
caſe of the prophet Iſaiah ; who, when he had that 
glorious viſion of Gop and of his infinite holineſs, 
and ſaw his own vileneſs, and that he was undone ; 
one of the ſeraphim, it is ſaid, Ja. vi. 1,—6. flew 
to relieve him: * Then flew one of the ſeraphim 

_ unto me, having a live coal in his hand,” &c. Oh! 
ſec here the bowels of God to a convinced, hum- 
ble, and ſelf-abhoring ſinner; one who ſees he muſt 
periſh, without CyrisT. Ah! ſays Gop to the 
angel, (if we may ſpeak ſo with reverence), there 
is my poor ſervant Iſaiah in a diſtreſſed condition; 

his heart is ready to break, and his ſpirit fainteth ; 
flee preſently, make haſte, and touch his lips; 1 
will relieve him. So alſo is the caſe of Joſhua the 
high-prieſt; Zech. iii. 14. He ſhewed me Joſhuathe 
nigh-prieſt ſtanding before the angel of the Lok p, 
and ſatan ſtanding at his right hand to reſiſt him, &c. 

3d. For returning conſenting ſinners, Ja. Iv. 7. 
Let the wicked forſake his way, and the unrighte- 
dus man his thoughts, &c. IJſa. i. 18. Come now 
and let us reaſon together, ſaith the Lox D: &c.— 
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We have ſeveral inſtances of this in holy writ: Take 
one among many I might bring; and that is of 


Paul, who though he had owned himſelf to be the 
chief of ſinners, 1 Tim. i. 13. and ſaid he was a 


blaſphemer, and a perſecutor, and injurious, yet 


d obtained mercy; and the grace of our 'Lorp 


vas exceeding abundant, with faith and love which 


is in CuRIST JESUS. 
4th. There is room for ſinners of all ſorts and of 


every denomination, whatever their former fins and 


tranſgreſſions may have been. For though it is cer- 
tain, that none vill. accept the goſpel-invitation and 
come to the Lord IEsus, till, by a convincing 
work of the ſpirit of Gop upon them, they ſee their 


- abſolute need of him, and their perifhing condition 


without him; yet the goſpel- offer is directed to ſin- 
ners as ſuch : *Unto you, O! men, I call; and my 
voice is to the ſons of men. Whoſoever will, let 


him come, and take of the water of life freely.”— - 


Thus, though your iniquities have been very many 
and great, and attended with the moſt fearful aggra- 
vations, yet there is room in Car1sT ſor you. Jer. 
iii. 1. Thou haſt played the harlot with many lovers, 
yet return again unto me, faith the Lozp. Though 
ye have continued long in fin, yea, have ſpent your 
days in fin even till grey hairs have covered your 
heads, yet there is ſtill room for Fane Oh! 1 
beware of deſpair. * 

I have read of a certain perſon who was tempted 
to conclude that his day of grace was over, and 
himſelf loſt : That therefore it was his beſt courſe 
to put an end to his life, which, if continued, would 
7 I 2 but 
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Hut ſerve to mtreaſe his ſin, and condequrncdy His 
miſery, from which there is no eſcape: And ſeeing 
he muſt be in hell, the ſooner he was there the ſoon- 
er he ſhould know the worſt; which was preferable 
to his being worn away with the tormentiul expec- 
tation of hat was to come. Under the power and 
prevalence of fuch ſuggeſtions as theſe, he went to a 
river with a deſign to throw himſelf in: But as he 
was about to do it, ſeemed to hear a voice ſaying to : 
him, Who can tell? At leaſt as deep an impreffion 
was made upon him as if theſe words had been audi- 
bly delivered. By this therefore he was brought to 
a ſtand; his thoughts were arreſted, and thus began 
to work on the paſſage mentioned: Who can tell, 
Fonah iii. 9. viz. what Gop can do when he will 
proclaim his grace glorious ? | 
Who'can tell—How far Gop may ſuffer the tem- 
per to prevail, and yet diſappoint his malice or rage? 
Who can tell—How long the ſpirit may ceaſe to 
ſtrive, and yet return with renewing efficacious 
grace? Who can tell—But ſuch a one as I may 
find mercy ? Or what will be the iſſue of humble, 
_ earneſt prayer to Heaven for it? Who can tell 
What purpoſes Gop will ſerve in my recovery ? 
And by ſuch thoughts as theſe, being ſo far influ- 
enced as to reſolve to try, it pleaſed God graciouſ- 
ly to come in, and enable him through all his doubts 
and fears, to throw himſelf, by faith, on Jzsus 
 Canisr, as able to fave to the uttermoſt, all who 
come unto Gop by him; humbly deſiring and ex- 
pecting mercy for his ſake, as to his own ſoul: In 
which he was not diſappointed ; but after this be- 
came 


a 


his own experience of the riches of grace, was great-: 
ly uſefal to the converſion and comfort of others. - 
I all conclude with a ſhort word of IN ROVE- 
MENT. 1ſt. By way of expoſtulation. Is there 
yet room for ſinners into the grace and favour of 
Gon Why then, will you not come in? Bring 
forth your ſtrong e and AHR "IO : 
have any. 2, | 
|. Is it becauſe ye RO no i Surely ye 
can not plead this. For the man-ſlayer, when the 
avenger of blood was at his heels, bad no more need 


do run and flee to the city of refuge, than you have 


to run and flee to ChRIST. Will you view the de- 
nunciations of the law to this purpoſe? and it will 
make you ery with Job, —O that I knew where L 
might find him! that I might come even to his ſeat! 
Job xxiii. 2. There was never any perſon ſtarving 
for hunger and cold, who ſtood more: in need of. 
food and raiment than you do: Therefore come to 
CurisT; for he came to feek and. to 158 chat 
which was loſt. 4018 | 
2d. Why will you not F room? un 1 
cauſe you expect ſalvation any other way? Surely 
this is the greateſt folly: For there is no ſalvation 
in any other; neither is there any other name un- 


der Heaven given among men, whereby we malt 

be ſaved; Acts iv. 12. 
3d. Is it becauſe CRISI i888 willing to receive 
you ? Surely this is as vain a conceit as the former. 
What means then his coming, dying, rifing, and aſ- 
cending 
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| „eee s not th 

3 from his +expgriations, calls; intreaties, ae e 

Alations, in ſcripture? Well may he eee, A 

WS. Ye will, not come unto, me, that ye might 8 
have life.” 2701 ale "46 N ge. 5 Lin N 

Ath. Is it 8 there: is no room, and that itt 

is taken up already? You have it hertz tald pu that 
there is room for you, and as many as are willing 
to come to CyrtsT; for CHRIS excludes none. 
Him that cometh to me I will i in no wiſe caſtout.” ; 
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1 coticlude with exhorting you all to bleſs Gov | 
for this joyful meſſage, that—Yet there is room for 
poor ſinners in God's covenant ; and to admire the 
grace and goodneſs of Gop, who provides fo large 
manſions, and extends his love and benignity tolo 
many, whoſe number is ten thouſand times ten 
thouſand, thouſands of thouſands. Surely Gop _ 
quires a'thouſand thouſand ' Hallelujahs, and that 
we ſhould bleſs him upon'a thouſand ſtringed iuſtru- 
7 ments, for this rich diſplay of his grace. Are not 
[| all Gopꝰ's creatures called upon to rejoice with us, 
| | and to bleſs Goo for his love and mercy? Iſa. xliv. - ) 
$ 23. Sing, O ye Heavens! for the Lox hath done 
1 it: Shout! ye lower parts of the earth: Break 
forth into ſinging, ye mountains, O foreſt! and 
every tree therein: For the Loxp bath redeemed 
Jacob, and glorified himſelf in Iſrael. 
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